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June 17, 2026
Subject: Informative- DOH-SBOH Information on Agency Rulemaking June 1-15, 2026
Honorable Tribal Leaders, Partners, and Professionals,

We thank you for your partnership and guidance on the Washington State Department of Health
rulemaking process. As an agency, we are committed to honoring the Tribal sovereignty of
Washington’s first Nations. As part of this commitment, and in appreciation of the governance
structures of Tribal Nations, we welcome your expertise and collaboration in these current and
upcoming rulemaking activities. We prioritize Tribal involvement early in the process to better ensure
we are incorporating Tribal expertise, perspectives, and transparency in agency rulemaking.

In accordance with Chapter 43.376 RCW, the Washington State Centennial Accord of 1989, and the
Department of Health’s (WA-DOH) Tribal Consultation and Collaboration Procedure, WA- DOH
invites you to review the list of rulemaking activities below and actively collaborate with staff on all
topics that may be of interest.

We appreciate your feedback, if you have any suggestions or questions about how to best honor Tribal
sovereignty and strengthen agency processes, please let us know.

To provide comments or requests for additional information, please contact:

Candice Wilson — Quatz’tenaut (Lummi) Tami Thompson

Executive Director Regulatory Affairs Manager
Office of Tribal Public Health & Relations Tami.Thompson@doh.wa.gov
DOHTribalRelations@doh.wa.gov 360-628-0096

360-819-7626

Sincerely,

D

Candice Wilson — Quatz’tenaut (Lummi)

Executive Director OTPHR

CC:  Dennis E. Worsham, Secretary of Health, WA-DOH
Jessica Todorovich, Chief of Staff, Office of the Secretary, WA-DOH
Kristin Peterson, Chief, Office of Government & Community Affairs WA-DOH
Lacy Fehrenbach, Chief, Office of Prevention, Safety & Health, WA-DOH
Tao Sheng Kwan-Gett, MD, MPH, Chief Science Officer, WA-DOH
Michelle Davis, Executive Director, Washington State Board of Health


https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=43.376
https://goia.wa.gov/state-tribal-relations-centennial-accord/centennial-accord
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/legacy/Documents/1200/DOHConsulationColllaborationProcedure.pdf
mailto:Tami.Thompson@doh.wa.gov
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Department of Health/State Board of Health

Agency Rulemaking
June 1-15, 2026

Department of Health & State Board of Health Rulemaking

The following Department of Health (WA DOH) and State Board of Health (SBOH) rules and documents
were filed with the Washington State’s Code Reviser Office June 1-15, 2026. If you have any questions
about the documents, please contact the person listed on the filing forms.

Preproposal Statement of Inquiry (CR-101)

Behavioral Health Agency Regulations Related to Opioid Treatment Programs. WA DOH
is considering amendments to chapter 246-341 WAC related to opioid treatment programs to
address rule cleanup, revise requirements for fixed-site medication units, incorporate partner
and interested party input, and establish standards for emerging dispensing technology. The
rulemaking will also consider additional licensing and certification standards to support patient
safety and oversight. Filed as WSR 26-13-036.

Nonnarcotic Stimulant Drugs Reference Update and Clarification. The Pharmacy Quality
Assurance Commission is considering amendments to WAC 246-945-043 to update outdated
references and clarify identifying information in the list of designated non-narcotic stimulant
drugs. Filed as WSR 26-13-013.

Opioid Treatment Programs—Establishing Accreditation Fees. WA DOH is considering
amendments to WAC 246-341-0365, or creating a new rule, to implement Senate Bill 5988
(chapter 73, Laws of 2026), establishing fees for opioid treatment program accreditation
services provided under 42 CFR Part 8. Filed as WSR 26-13-065.

Radiologic Technologist Supervision. WA DOH is considering amendments to chapter 246-
926 WAC, including WAC 246-926-020, WAC 246-926-155, WAC 246-926-180, WAC 246-926-
300, WAC 246-926-310, and WAC 246-926-410, to implement House Bill 2113 (chapter 10,
Laws of 2026) regarding supervision requirements for radiologic technologists performing
parenteral procedures. The department will also consider rules defining general, direct, and
virtual direct supervision and clarifying remote supervision requirements and housekeeping
edits. Filed as WSR 26-13-063.

Veterinarian—Telehealth Client-Patient Relationships. The Veterinary Board of Governors is
considering amendments to and establishing new sections in chapter 246-933 WAC to
implement Engrossed Substitute House Bill 2247 (chapter 202, Laws of 2026), allowing
veterinarian-client-patient relationships to be established and maintained through telehealth.
The rulemaking will also consider additional updates necessary to implement the bill. Filed as
WSR 26-13-019.
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https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fcontent.govdelivery.com%2Fattachments%2FWADOH%2F2026%2F06%2F16%2Ffile_attachments%2F3686089%2F2613036BHAOTPRegulationsCR101.pdf/1/0101019ed2786b68-00b42c07-3ce4-4679-9439-65311fce4a0d-000000/eG2MCWIJsNm0VWUmSaqXmZUQfcxPj2NB27bVJgnvNrs=452
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fcontent.govdelivery.com%2Fattachments%2FWADOH%2F2026%2F06%2F16%2Ffile_attachments%2F3686090%2F2613013PQACUpdatesToDesignatedNonnarcoticStimulantDrugsCR101.pdf/1/0101019ed2786b68-00b42c07-3ce4-4679-9439-65311fce4a0d-000000/B96wkgVMRoXZAGdDpb55Y0Fvao7Xb_8QoLI3w3Ll2eI=452
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fcontent.govdelivery.com%2Fattachments%2FWADOH%2F2026%2F06%2F16%2Ffile_attachments%2F3686222%2F2613065OTPFeesCR101.pdf/1/0101019ed2786b68-00b42c07-3ce4-4679-9439-65311fce4a0d-000000/-PFhyW0NPGOaF9V1J9-rdItfJRFrLyDUOHDbZnTwGVI=452
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fcontent.govdelivery.com%2Fattachments%2FWADOH%2F2026%2F06%2F16%2Ffile_attachments%2F3686066%2F2613063RadTechSupervisionCR101.pdf/1/0101019ed2786b68-00b42c07-3ce4-4679-9439-65311fce4a0d-000000/UyrGZfBLEQL4zNUAIxb0Swwo-NPi6hrPfTUOVWqkz94=452
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fcontent.govdelivery.com%2Fattachments%2FWADOH%2F2026%2F06%2F16%2Ffile_attachments%2F3686067%2F2613019VeterinarianClientPatientRelationshipsCR101.pdf/1/0101019ed2786b68-00b42c07-3ce4-4679-9439-65311fce4a0d-000000/IftDCmkVZkPUwdFDgQ2bmh6BB0De5_OifLZBNAGQvRM=452

Proposed Rules (CR-102)

Chiropractic Procedures and Instrumentation—Classification for Clinical Use. The
Chiropractic Quality Assurance Commission is proposing amendments to WAC 246-808-505,
Classification of chiropractic procedures and instrumentation, to eliminate ambiguity and clarify
which procedures and instruments are permitted for clinical use. Filed as WSR 26-12-057.

Expedited Rulemaking (CR-105)
No filings.

Emergency Rules (CR-103E)
No filings.

Adopted Rules (CR-103P)

Birthing Centers—Accredited Birthing Centers and Inspection Intervals. WA DOH adopted
amendments to WAC 246-329-020 and WAC 246-329-055 to implement

Substitute House Bill 1824 (chapter 69, Laws of 2025) concerning accredited birthing centers,
adjusting birthing center survey intervals from 24 months to 36 months, and improving clarity
and consistency in rule language. Filed as WSR 26-13-062.

Commercial Shellfish Fees. WA DOH adopted amendments to WAC 246-282-990 to align
commercial shellfish fees with the 2026 Supplemental Operating Budget,

Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill 5998 (chapter 268, Laws of 2026), establishing fee limits for
fiscal years 2026 and 2027. The adopted rule also corrected the 2026 wholesale-only operation
fee amount to align with the supplemental operating budget. Filed as WSR 26-13-068.

Home Care Aide Certification Rules. WA DOH adopted amendments to WAC 246-980-025,
WAC 246-980-030, WAC 246-980-040, and WAC 246-980-065 to implement

Substitute House Bill 1142 (chapter 18, Laws of 2025) and Senate Bill 5672 (chapter 341 Laws
of 2025) by extending certification timelines for long-term care workers, clarifying basic training
requirements, and updating exemptions from home care aide certification requirements. The
adopted rules supersede prior emergency rules and are intended to support workforce
sustainability and improve clarity of implementation. Filed as WSR 26-12-065.

Midwifery Licensure Removal of Jurisprudence Examination Requirement. WA DOH
adopted amendments to WAC 246-834-050 and WAC 246-834-060 to remove the jurisprudence
examination requirement for licensure as a midwife. The rulemaking streamlines and shortens
the credentialing process while maintaining existing patient protections and licensure standards.
Filed as WSR 26-13-035.
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Pharmacy Rules—Incorporation by Reference of Federal Regulations and National
Consensus Codes. The Pharmacy Quality Assurance Commission adopted amendments to
WAC 246-945-010, WAC 246-945-030, WAC 246-945-032, WAC 246-945-040, WAC 246-945-
550, WAC 246-945-565, and WAC 246-945-600 to update incorporated references to federal
regulations, FDA publications, and national consensus standards used in pharmacy rules. The
amendments update incorporated materials without changing the effect of the rules. Filed as
WSR 26-13-027.

WHPS Program Name Change to CARES. The Board of Nursing adopted amendments to
WAC 246-840-750 through WAC 246-840-790 to replace outdated references to Washington
Health Professional Services (WHPS) following the decision to rename the

program Compassion, Accountability, Recovery, Empowerment, & Safety (CARES). The
amendments are technical and non-substantive and do not change the effect of the rules. Filed
as WSR 26-13-064.

Miscellaneous Filings

Birthing Center Fee —Temporary Cap. WA DOH adopted Policy Statement BC-2026-01 to
clarify implementation of temporary fee caps for birthing center application, renewal, and change
of ownership fees under WAC 246-329-990 and Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill 5998 (chapter
268, Laws of 2026). The policy statement clarifies how capped fees will be applied during the
2025-2027 fiscal biennium. Filed as WSR 26-13-011.

Dental Quality Assurance Commission—Schedule of Regular Meetings for 2027. Filed as
WSR 26-13-067.

SBOH—Updated 2026 Meeting Schedule. Filed as WSR 26-13-012.

Veterinary Board of Governors—\Withdrawal of Veterinarian-Client-Patient Relationship
Rulemaking. The Veterinary Board of Governors withdrew CR-101 filed as WSR 25-21-

129 regarding telemedicine services in veterinary care because

Engrossed Substitute House Bill 2247 (chapter 202, Laws of 2026) requires a different scope of
rulemaking. A new CR-101, WSR 26-13-019, was filed to implement the legislation. Filed as
WSR 26-13-022.
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