
 
STATE OF WASHINGTON 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 
PO Box 47890 | Olympia, Washington 98504-7890 

360-236-4030 | 711 Washington State Relay 
 
June 8, 2026 
 
Re: Informative- Washington State Wastewater Based Epidemiology (WAWBE) Wastewater Pathogen 
Testing Expansion 
 
Greetings Honorable Tribal Leaders, Partners, and Professionals:   
 
In accordance with chapter 43.376 RCW, the Washington State Centennial Accord of 1989, and DOH Consultation 
and Collaboration Procedure, we are providing information on the expansion of testing for our Washington State 
Wastewater Based Epidemiology (WAWBE) program to include monitoring for measles, hepatitis A, and norovirus 
activity.  
 
The WAWBE program currently analyzes wastewater samples from 30 wastewater treatment plants (WWTPs) 
across 18 counties, including one tribally owned and operated WWTP. Additionally, some tribal lands convey 
wastewater through systems connected to WWTPs included in our routine sampling network. All routinely 
collected samples are processed and tested by the Washington State Department of Health Public Health Laboratory 
(PHL). Current PHL testing includes: 
 

• SARS-CoV-2 (COVID-19), including sequencing to identify circulating variants  
• Influenza A & B (flu), including H5 subtyping related to highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI)  
• Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV) A & B   
• Mpox, including Clade I testing  

 
As some WWTP service areas within our program include tribal lands and populations, we are writing to inform 
you that we will be expanding our WAWBE program to include monitoring for measles, hepatitis A, and norovirus.  
More information about the WAWBE program can be found on the Wastewater-Based Epidemiology Program | 
Washington State Department of Health website. You can find our previous DTLL on our last expansion in 2022 
here.  
 
For additional information, please contact the WAWBE program at wastewaterbasedepi@doh.wa.gov or Candice 
Wilson, Executive Director, Office of Tribal Public Health and Relations (OTPHR), at OTPHR@doh.wa.gov. 
 
Respectfully, 

 
Elizabeth Crutsinger-Perry 
Assistant Secretary, Disease Control and Health Statistics 
 
cc: Dennis E. Worsham, Secretary of Health, WA-DOH 

Jessica Todorovich, Chief of Staff, WA-DOH 
Kristin Peterson, Chief, Office of Government and Community Affairs, WA-DOH  
Candice Wilson–Quatz'tenaut (Lummi), Executive Director, OTPHR, WA-DOH   
Breanna McArdle, Epidemiologist and Program Manager, WAWBE Program, WA-DOH 

 
 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=43.376
https://goia.wa.gov/state-tribal-relations-centennial-accord/centennial-accord
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/legacy/Documents/1200/DOHConsulationColllaborationProcedure.pdf
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/legacy/Documents/1200/DOHConsulationColllaborationProcedure.pdf
https://doh.wa.gov/about-us/executive-offices/health-and-science/disease-control-and-health-statistics/communicable-disease-epidemiology/wastewater-based-epidemiology-program
https://doh.wa.gov/about-us/executive-offices/health-and-science/disease-control-and-health-statistics/communicable-disease-epidemiology/wastewater-based-epidemiology-program
https://stateofwa.sharepoint.com/sites/DOH-gphs/SiteAssets/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FDOH%2Dgphs%2FSiteAssets%2FSitePages%2FTribal%2DImmunization%2D%26%2DTesting%2DInformation%2F11%2E18%2E22%2DDTLL%2D%2DWAWBE%2DMPV%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FDOH%2Dgphs%2FSiteAssets%2FSitePages%2FTribal%2DImmunization%2D%26%2DTesting%2DInformation
mailto:wastewaterbasedepi@doh.wa.gov
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