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Notes

¢

The event in Longview moved from recovery stage to environmental

cleanup and investigation.

o We continue to monitor it and work with EPA and Oregon.

We're almost one year into our new programmatic structure and things

are going well.

o We changed our Water Quality Monitoring Section (Marcus Goodman,
manager). Each of our water quality staff will focus on chemical(s), i.e.
PFAS, Lead/Copper. We designated each staff member as the program
manager for the chemical(s) and updated the assignments for each
county.

o You can find the changes on our interactive county map. (Click on your
county to jump to that section.)

o We also changed a little bit on our Planning team.

Please see our new organizational chart.
Other processes have been standardized to provide consistency across
the state and share capacity and staff workloads.

Presentation

& We are moving forward with the agency request to update our RCW and
rules for the definition of a public water system.
o This comes from the same farm exemption and where it fits in with the
definition of a public water system.
o Part of this comes from our work in the Lower Yakima Valley with the
nitrate issue there.
& We are working on a request to keep our alternative water funding.
& We have several requests for the Capital Budget, including our state
match.
¢ Lead and Copper rule is out for comment. Discussion with the State Board
of Health (SBOH) should be held in August. We would adopt it as is.
é Consumer Confidence Report. We're adopting it and will then request
primacy.
& PFAS-Looking at asking for primacy following the latest EPA proposed
rules.
Questions

Q: (John W.) Two items about Fluoride are in front of the SBOH this
week. Can you talk about them? A: There's been several requests from folks
about Fluoride, so it looks like that is what these are. We aren’t always sure
what these requests are about.


https://doh.wa.gov/community-and-environment/drinking-water/contacts#Contacts
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2022-02/orgchart_odw.pdf
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Q: (John W.) Was the change in the definition coming from some
previous events that John knew? A: No, it's coming from the same farm
exemption that came up during the Lower Yakima Valley. Our definition
conflicted with EPA's.

é Ecology (ECY) declared a statewide drought on April 8, 2026.

& Measure the levels of your wells at least quarterly.

é ECY does have emergency grant funding available to publicly-owned
PWSs such as cities and water/irrigation districts. Quasi-public PWSSs
such as associations should contact ODW directly if experiencing drought
impacts.

é The drought declaration is made when it meets the water supply definition
(as determined by the Water Supply Availability Committee) and the actual
or potential undue hardship element (as determined by the Executive
Water Emergency Committee).

é The drought is largely being driven by very low snowpack, which many
areas of the state rely on in the late summer/early fall.

é Drought can result in several impacts on water systems.

& Make sure you are prepared for a drought, just like any other emergency
response.

é Be prepared to enforce your water restrictions if you need to.

é Be clear if the restrictions are voluntary or involuntary.

é Water storage in the Yakima Basin is provided by Bumping Lake, Rimrock
Lake, Lake Cle Elum, Lake Keechelus, Lake Kachess, and the snowpack.
Low snowpack will likely impact irrigators and public water systems that
rely on surface water because of water right curtailment such as happened
in October 2025.

é Both DOH and ECY have drought websites with lots of resources.

é There are some funds through our DWSRF program that can help.

Questions

Q: (Laura Sliger) Is there an anticipated point at which drought will cross
over from an “emergency” condition to a normal planning factor? A: It
has been talked about in the committee meetings, but it hasn't been decided
to say that. There are a bunch of reasons to keep it as an emergency,
including some of the funding. (From Holly) Governor Ferguson, Dept of ECY
launched initiative to foster water supply solution amid statewide drought.
State Agencies and local leaders are expected to participate in discussions
under the title Washingtons Water Future.

The IUP is out for public comment.

Next year, BIL funding ends and there will be some resets.

We are gearing up for the November deadline.

Several updates to the maps that are used to help determine funding, so
we will look at how that affects the number of applicants.

¢
¢
¢
¢


https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2026-06/4.DroughtUpdates.pdf
https://doh.wa.gov/community-and-environment/drinking-water/drinking-water-emergencies/drought
https://ecology.wa.gov/about-us/payments-contracts-grants/grants-loans/find-a-grant-or-loan/drought-emergency-grants
https://doh.wa.gov/community-and-environment/drinking-water/water-system-assistance/drinking-water-state-revolving-fund-dwsrf
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2026-06/5.DWINSAandAnticipatedNeeds.pdf
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2026-06/5.DWINSAandAnticipatedNeeds.pdf
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2026-06/331-722-2026-IUP-DRAFT.pdf
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é Eighth DWINSA presentation
o Our allotment is 2.29 percent of congressional appropriations.
o Still waiting for the EPA info.
o The last DWINSA in 2021 included 12 large systems.
o Our staff will gather all the info on the systems and work with EPA on
what else is needed. We will work with the systems to establish points
of contact

é Been along process for this since we started back in late 2021.

Squaxin Island Tribe wanted to be at the table for certain decisions.

We had to wait until we had our Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)

with ECY.

é The ICA is not signed yet, but we are waiting for that to happen before we
share the actual ICA.

& We will share with the tribe planning documents that meet the criteria.

é It is basically a data sharing agreement.

o o

é This is a follow-up to our previous discussion.
é Hope to have the survey out soon.
¢ Most likely will be sent out by Laura Heinse.

é EPA has two things out for comments dealing with PFAS.

o One is for specific tests that they want to get rid of. In Washington
State, we have already accepted them in our rules. No scientific basis
to change ours.

o The other one is to give extensions, but with it already being in our
rules, it will create lots of confusion if we are different. We already
asked for an extension, which we received. This would put the
extensions for water systems on EPA and not on the states.

Questions

Q: (Kim Defolo) Could the running annual average be different? A: (From
Sophia) We calculate the same, so anything below the PQL is calculated as
zero.

Q: (Mike Wolanek) FYI, I noticed PFAS is on the preliminary UCMRG list,
but along the lines of their chemical structure (I assume long chain, short
chain, etc) and not specific compounds. Any insights as to what to watch
for? A: Not for the UCMRG.

Q: (Marshal Meyer) EPA is using 12 parts per trillion. For the Hazard
Index, part of the change. Do we anticipate the state would take steps to
get back in alignment with EPA? A: Right now, we don't anticipate trying to
change our process unless there is some science behind it.
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Q: (Kim DeFolo) Because PFOS and PFOA MCLs aren't changing and
because the SALs remain in place, | am telling our policymakers that our
basic requirements will not change because of the EPA changes.

A: Yeah, we don't plan to change ours.

Q: Will the change in federal regulation open additional funding for
systems to reach compliance? A: It isn't new funding, but the funding we
already have.

Q: (Susan Saffery) Mike, do you provide technical assistance to help with
application for funding? A: Yes, we do have TA online Technical Assistance
Request Form. Can also contact Tara Moore or Chris Pettit directly. (From Lori
Blau) Susan, RCAC also has an EPA grant to assist with applying for SRF
funding, which includes emerging contaminants such as PFAS. We can assist
with planning and engineering or construction applications (if the population
served is less than 10,000). You can reach out to me at Lori.Blau@rcac.org for
more information.

Q: (Nikki Guillot) Are you seeing any new PFAS treatment technology
coming in for funding? A: Nothing now, but Chris is working on some of the
ways to do funding for the possibility.

Q: (Lynn Stephens) Can you highlight how the state plans to handle
levels in excess of 12 ppt if someone got an extension in the interim?
How does the state interpret "Take measures to reduce PFAS
concentrations in source waters"?

A: If we get primacy, then we would not be taking the extension from EPA.
There is one system that they found was using ion exchange to get rid of
nitrate and it was also taking out most of the PFAS too. It wasn't all of them,
but it would have been enough. (From Derrick) All COMM and NTNC systems
must complete initial monitoring by April 2027 to possibly be eligible for
reduced monitoring. We have money to pay for your sampling. Please sign up
at Department of Health, Office of Drinking Water PFAS Free Sampling
Enrollment Form

NOTE: If you have already signed up and been accepted, you do not have to
sign up again. We will schedule for all the initial samples you need for all
eligible sources

Q: (Steve Sacksteder) Is the sampling point being moved from the entry
point? If so, where would the best spot be? A: Sampling should be after
treatment and represent your water that you typically serve in your system. If
you do have multiple sources, make sure you are getting samples from each
of them. (From Mike) It would be a good thing for systems to know their raw
water quality.

é (Rob Davis): ASR wells. Process of reclaimed water into drinking water.
6 (Chris Pettit) Last large bunch of funding with BIL, so get your applications
in.


https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/dac1d0afa31f48d68447242497db4216
https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/dac1d0afa31f48d68447242497db4216
mailto:tara.moore@doh.wa.gov
mailto:chris.pettit@doh.wa.gov
mailto:Lori.Blau@rcac.org
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=F-LQEU4mCkCLoFfcwSfXLV1gK-TXSMZCofs7OBvgYYJUMlFMVldFN0s5RTIyTTJFRkRVV0JYNUNaMi4u
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=F-LQEU4mCkCLoFfcwSfXLV1gK-TXSMZCofs7OBvgYYJUMlFMVldFN0s5RTIyTTJFRkRVV0JYNUNaMi4u
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John Freitag, Policy ¢
Planning Lead

(Sean Bauer) Are there any upcoming fee impacts for service DOH is
working on, i.e., Op Cert, plan review, etc.?

(Cheri Reimers) Can you do an update on the LCRI focusing on the 2-point
verification requirements.

(Richard Hoover) Was lead in childcare and schools discussed? | noticed it
as a topic in the DWAG reminder email.

(Susan Saffery) | apologize | had to step away during the drought
discussion so might have missed something, but I'd appreciate ongoing
information about ODW's role and engagement in the Governor's
Washington's Water Future effort. From Holly: DOH has asked to be
involved in listening sessions and work groups. Mike and | will be directly
involved with this effort as the governor’s office allows.

(Mike Wolanek) 1) Use of reclaimed water for water right mitigation. 2)
Actual experience with ASR for drinking water--AWWA conference
suggested only 3 in WA, and 15-20 in all of WA/OR/ID

(Culley Lehman) Can we discuss an overview of HB 1906 at the next
meeting?



