STATE OF WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

PO Box 47890 e Olympia, Washington 98504-7890
Tel: 360-236-4030 ¢ TDD Relay Service: 800-833-6388

June 23, 2026

To Whom It May Concern,
The department is adopting amendments to WAC 246-976-022 and WAC 246-976-041 that:

e Allow 16 year olds to begin EMS education when associated with certain types of
training programs.

e Require schools to provide ongoing EMS education for those enrolled students.

The adopted new rules in WAC 246-976-022 and WAC 246-976-041 will become effective on
July 23,2026. A copy of the adopted rules are attached.

The department made small revisions to language in WAC 246-976-022(2)(k) for readability but
did not change the meaning of the section.

Two questions/comments were received since the filing of the C102. The questions and
responses are listed below.

Question 1- How will 16-year-olds attain the required field/clinical patient contacts as nearly
all sites require students to be 18 years old?

Response: Through the standard process identified in the Education and Training Manual
DOH 530-126. EMR students are required to have 5 patient interactions, if clinical and field
settings are not available then the MPD can approve interactions to be completed through
standardized scenarios. EMT students are required to have 10 hours of patient care
observation and complete 10 patient interactions. The MPD can allow for S of the 10 patient
interactions to be competed through standardized scenarios. Clinical and field settings may
include hospital, clinics, nursing homes, urgent care, ambulances, or other clinical facilities
approved by the MPD. Rule language was not amended as a result of this comment.

Question 2- If the field/clinical patient contacts are going to be waived and substituted with
patient contacts on ‘high-fidelity’ manikins or ‘live person patient simulations’ then we
petition for the same consideration be given to ‘regular’ EMR/EMT courses. The reason is
that getting students into field/clinical sites continues to be ‘difficult’ at best.



Response: Clinical and field requirements will not be waived. Waiving these requirements
would be outside the scope of this rulemaking. The rule language was not amended as a
result of this comment.

Other than the readability change in WAC 246-976-022(2)(k), the adopted rules are the same as
the proposed rules published in the Washington State Register as WSR 26-08-081.

Any person may petition the adoption or amendment of these rules in accordance with RCW
34.05.330.

For more information regarding these rules, you may contact me by email at Dawn Felt, EMS
Program Manager at Dawn.Felt@doh.wa.gov, (360) 236-2842.

Cordially,

Dawn Felt
EMS Program Manager
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