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The Office of Drinking Water Staff Updates June 2026 

What Changed 

The Water Quality Monitoring Section has transitioned from regional staff assignments to statewide rule 

managers for chemical contaminants. Previously, chemical contaminant monitoring was managed by one or 

two source monitoring staff in each region. We began this transition in the summer of 2025, and the 

transition is now far enough along that we are ready to share these updates with our internal and external 

drinking water partners. 

New Staff Assignments and Contact Information 

For questions regarding lead and copper: Ashly Beebe (509) 329-2135 or ashly.beebe@doh.wa.gov. 

For questions regarding DBPs, asbestos or IOCs: Jeff Roeser (253) 395-6775 or jeff.roeser@doh.wa.gov. 

For questions regarding PFAS or emerging contaminants: Sophia Petro (564) 669-0856 or 

sophia.petro@doh.wa.gov. 

For questions regarding VOCs, SOCs, radionuclides, or susceptibility assessments: Anna Duron (509) 329-

2132 or anna.duron@doh.wa.gov. 

For questions regarding water quality monitoring compliance or consumer confidence reports: David 

Sternberg (360)236-3099 or david.sternberg@doh.wa.gov. 

The coliform/microbial team will maintain their regional roles; however, this team will be adding nitrate to 

their assignments to become regional acute program managers. For questions regarding coliform bacteria, 

microbial issues, or nitrate, please contact the appropriate staff member below for your county. For counties 

in the: 

 Northwest Joyful Bell (564) 250-5813 or ODW.WQnorthwest@doh.wa.gov. 

 Eastern Kacie Seyfert (564) 669-0844 or ODW.WQeastern@doh.wa.gov. 

 Southwest Ingrid Salmon (253) 395-6754 or ODW.WQsouthwest@doh.wa.gov. 

Why it Changed 

This is a continuation of the July 1, 2025, office-wide reorganization. Because of the complexities of the work 

within our section and the potential for impacting public water systems, this change took more time to 

implement. The reasons for this transition are listed below. 

Acute Contaminant Team (Formerly the Coliform Team) 
 Provides increased efficiency for acute contaminant response across the coliform and nitrate 

programs by including nitrate monitoring, tracking, and compliance to the coliform team 

responsibilities. 

 Provides water systems with one regional ODW point of contact for acute contaminants. 
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 Provides continuous coverage and monitoring of water quality inboxes to support water 
systems. 

 Provides stewardship of the new ODW Health Advisory dashboard (internal use only for 
now). 

Chemical Monitoring 
 Provides reduced breadth of rules managed for chemical monitoring staff. 

 Provides capacity to develop subject matter expertise for chemical monitoring rules.  

 Provides more capacity for chronic contaminant monitoring, tracking, and compliance.  

 Provides water systems with a single contact for susceptibility and vulnerability assessment ratings 

and waiver implementation. 

Consumer Confidence Reports 

 Provides water systems with a single contact for consumer confidence report questions. 

Water Quality Monitoring Section 

 Provides focused attention on emerging contaminant initiatives and new rule implementation. 

 Provides workflow clarity, predictability, and efficiency across the water quality monitoring section 

and across ODW. 

We believe these changes will better position this section to work with others to protect the health of the 

people of Washington by ensuring safe and reliable drinking water. 

Other Staff Changes 

Tara Moore – DWSRF Emerging Contaminants Small & Disadvantaged Communities Grant Coordinator 
Michalene Fontana – Program Assistant 

Reed Williams – Compliance Lead 

Nina Helpling – Capacity Development and Water Use Efficiency 

Kathryn Hayden – Environmental Engineer 3 

Kovas Zygas – Environmental Engineer 2 

Emma Wells – Environmental Engineer 2 

Nathan Yutzy – Environmental Engineering 3 

William Weaver – Engineering Supervisor 

Tommi Gamez – Emergency Planning and Legislation Coordinator 

Same Face, New Role 

Nathan Ikehara – Engineering Supervisor 

Nicole Grimm – Planning Supervisor 

We Remain Focused on the Same ODW Mission, Vision, and Values 

Mission: We work with others to protect the health of the people of Washington by ensuring safe and 

reliable drinking water. 

Vision: The people of Washington understand the value of safe and reliable drinking water to healthy 

communities and a vibrant economy.  As a result, our public water systems have the technical, managerial, 

and financial capacity they need to provide it, now and for generations to come. 
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Values: Accountability, Collaboration, Commitment, Compassion, Diversity, Empowerment, Innovation, 

Learning, and Respect. 

We Remain Committed to the Following Services 

 Respond to public health emergencies related to drinking water. 

 Set clear expectations for Washington's public water systems and hold them accountable for 

protecting public health. 

 Provide funding and technical assistance to support safe and reliable drinking water. 

 Educate and inform our partners and the people of Washington about drinking water issues. 

Summary of ODW Organizational Structure 

ODW Office Director 

Deputy Director 

Manages the following statewide teams: State Revolving Fund team, ECM (Electronic Content Management) 

Project team, and Data and Technology. 

Capacity Development and Water Quality Manager (formerly Capacity Development and Policy 

Manager) 

Manages the following statewide teams: Water Quality Data and Policy staff, Compliance, Operator 

Certification, Water Quality Monitoring Section, and Engineering and Technical Services team. 

Engineering, Planning, Sanitary Survey, and WFI Manager (formerly Field Ops Manager) 

Manages the following statewide teams: Water Facilities Inventory team, Sanitary Survey team, Planning 

Team, Administrative Support team, and Engineering team 
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