
Pharmacy Quality Assurance Commission 
Page 1 of 2 

 

Washington State Department of Health 

Pharmacy Quality Assurance Commission 

 
To request this document in another format, call 1-800-525-0127. Deaf or hard of hearing customers, 

please call 711 (Washington Relay) or email doh.information@doh.wa.gov. 

 

Guidance Document 
 

Title: Guidance for Implementing the UMPJE in Washington State 

Document 
Number: 

G010 

References: WAC 246-945-165 

Contact: 
Marlee B. O’Neill, Executive Director 
Pharmacy Quality Assurance Commission 

Phone: 360.236.4946 

Email: WSPQAC@doh.wa.gov 

Effective Date: May 28, 2026 

Supersedes:  

Approved By: 
Hawkins DeFrance, PharmD 

Chair, Pharmacy Quality Assurance Commission 

WAC 246-945-165 requires an individual applying for a pharmacist license to take and pass a 

pharmacy licensure examination and jurisprudence examination approved by the Pharmacy 

Quality Assurance Commission (commission). Historically, the jurisprudence examination 

approved by the commission has been the Multistate Pharmacy Jurisprudence Examination 

(MPJE). 

At its April 2, 2026, business meeting, the commission voted to approve the Uniform MPJE 

(UMPJE) as the jurisprudence examination for pharmacist license applicants in Washington state. 

In addition, the commission also voted to allow those students who are beginning their Advanced 

Pharmacy Practice Experience (APPE) training to take the UMPJE prior to graduation from 

pharmacy school. This guidance document clarifies the commission’s approach to implementing 

the UMPJE in Washington state. 

Upon authorization by the commission, individuals applying for a pharmacist license in 

Washington state can sit for the UMPJE beginning July 2, 2026. Applicants from jurisdictions that 

signed on as early adopters of the UMPJE may be able to take the exam earlier. As a result, the 

commission will begin accepting passing scores for the UMPJE, if the examination was taken on or 
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after April 1, 2026.  

In addition, individuals applying for a pharmacist license in Washington state can sit for the MPJE 

until December 29, 2026. As a result, the commission will accept any passing score for the MPJE 

so long as the examination was taken on or before December 29, 2026. Put another way, the 

commission will not accept a passing score for the MPJE if the examination was taken after 

December 29, 2026. 
 

Summary of Dates the Commission will Accept Passing Scores for the MPJE and UMPJE 

Date Applicant Sat for the Examination Examination Passing Scores Accepted 

Prior to April 1*, 2026 MPJE only 

April 1*, 2026 – December 29, 2026 Both the UMPJE and MPJE 

December 30, 2026, and later UMPJE only 

*The UMPJE will be available for Washington state applicants beginning on July 2, 2026. 

Below are hypothetical scenarios that illustrate how this guidance document would apply: 

Hypothetical #1 

An applicant takes the MPJE on July 30, 2026, and obtains a passing score. The applicant also 

applies for a pharmacist license in July 2026. The commission will accept the MPJE passing score 

because the examination was taken on or before December 29, 2026. 

Hypothetical #2 

An applicant takes the UMPJE on July 30, 2026, and obtains a passing score. The applicant also 

applies for a pharmacist license in July 2026. The commission will accept the UMPJE passing 

score because the examination was taken on or after April 1, 2026. 

Hypothetical #3 

An applicant takes the UMPJE on April 6, 2026, in Arizona,1 and obtains a passing score. The 

applicant applies for a pharmacist license in June 2026. The commission will accept the UMPJE 

passing score because the examination was taken on or after April 1, 2026. 

Authorization to Test: For the UMPJE, students will need to receive authorization to test from the 
National Association for Boards of Pharmacy (NABP) by purchasing an eligibility application. Students 
taking the UPMJE early (i.e., prior to graduation from pharmacy school) do not need to apply for a 
pharmacist license with the commission before purchasing an eligibility application from NABP. There 
is no change to the authorization to test process for the North American Pharmacist Licensure 
Examination (NAPLEX). Students will need to apply for a pharmacist license with the commission 
before they are authorized to test for the NAPLEX.  

Any changes to this guidance document will be made at an open public meeting. 

 
1 While the UMPJE will not be available to applicants for an initial pharmacist license in Washington until July 2, 2026, several 
other states have an earlier UMPJE start date, and the commission will accept these passing scores. These states are Arizona, 
Florida, Iowa, Kansas, Maryland, Montana, Nebraska, North Carolina, Ohio, Rhode Island, and West Virginia (UMPJE 
Participating States - National Association of Boards of Pharmacy (last accessed May 29, 2026)). 
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