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Board of Hearing and Speech Business Meeting Minutes 
February 06, 2026 

 
111 Israel Rd SE, Tumwater, WA 98501 Room 166 

 
Members Present: Robert Richardson, Public Member, Chairperson; Amberkiah Pomeroy, 
Audiologist, Vice-Chairperson; Nichole Kingham, Audiologist; Brianne Holley, Hearing Aid 
Specialist; Sonja Bradford, Speech-Language Pathologist; Laurel Grahm, Public Member; Jesse 
Sawyer, Hearing Aid Specialist; Taylor Adkins, Speech-Language Pathologist, Cristy Pelligrini, 
Speech-Language Pathologist Assistant and Ryota Kashiwazaki, Licensed Medical Physician. 
 
Staff Present: Jennifer Santiago, Executive Director; Kim-Boi Shadduck, Program Manager; 
Madissen Schatz, Assistant program Manager; Jennifer Armitage, Administrative Assistant; 
Ginger Grout, Credentialing; Marianne Richter, Policy Analyst; Brandis Brandt, Credentialing 
Supervisor and Heather Carter, Assistant Attorney General. 
 
Guests and Other Participants: Connie Furry, Washington hearing Society; Christy Johnson, 
Hearing instrument specialist, Spokane Falls Community College; Chantal Hammers, Program 
Director, Spokane Falls Community College; Terrell Wood, President of Washington Speech 
Language Hearing Association; Rob Mckenna, Partner of Orac Harrington and Sutcliffe; Sandy 
Hubbard, Washington Hearing Society Hearing Aid Specialist training program; Alicia Spoor, 
Advocacy chair of the National Academy of Doctors of Audiology and Legislative chair for 
Marland Academy of Audiology; Stephanie Czuhajewski, Executive Director of Academy of 
Doctors of Audiology; Rick Giles, License hearing aid specialist; Isabel Eliassen, Compact 
Connect and Audiology Speech-Language-Pathology Interstate Compact; Tammy Miller, hearing 
aid specialist; Veit Albert, Hear.com; Sinem Rol, staffhere.com; Caitlin Kormann, VP of 
Communications and Government Affairs; Allison Vega, Audiologist; Brianne Ringa, Audiology 
assistant;  and Abbey Smelcer, hear.com. 
 
1. Call to Order 

Chairperson Richardson called the public meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.  
 
1.1 Introduction and welcome of new board members, staff, and guests 

Chairperson Richardson welcomed board members, staff, and guests, expressing 
gratitude for their participation and preparation.  

 
1.2 Approval of agenda 

Motion: Approval of February 06, 2026, meeting agenda.  
Motion/Second Ms. Adkins / Dr. Pomeroy. The motion was approved unanimously by 
the board. 
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1.3 Approval of Minutes for November 07, 2025, Business Meeting 

Motion: Approval of November 07, 2025, amended meeting minutes.  
Motion/Second: Dr. Pomeroy/ Ms. Adkins. The motion was approved unanimously by 
the board 

 
2. Audiology Speech-Language Pathology Interstate Compact (ASLP-IC) 

Ms. Eliassen presented to the board the Audiology Speech-Language Pathology Interstate 
Compact, OT Compact and the counseling compact how they all use the same data system 
because their compacts are nearly identical programs. Ms. Eliassen went through the steps 
how to log in if you’re a State Administrator or as a Practitioner to check if they have a 
license. 

 
3. National Council of State of Boards of Examiners and Audiology Speech-Language 

Pathology Interstate Compact. 
Ms. Bradford shared her time at the 2025 NCSB State Board of Examiners in Charleston. 
She learned about compacts, and disciplinary areas. ETS (Educational testing System), 
ASHA, ADA and AAA all attended the meeting as well. 

 
4. Program Reports  

 
4.1 Credentialing statistic report 

Ms. Santiago provided the credential statistical report to the board. She shared 301 
overall pending applications; Audiologist is at 21, Hearing Aid Specialists at 24, Speech-
Language Pathologists at 193, SLP Interim Permit at 25, and Speech-Language Pathology 
Assistant at 38. Ms. Santiago shared that they are waiting for HELMS to be able to close 
out the old applications. Ms. Shadduck shared the results from the December 5th hearing 
aid specialist practical examinations; eight candidates took the exam and all but one 
passed the exam. March 27th schedule hearing aid specialist practical examination will 
have five applicants. Current active license counts are Audiologist 579, Hearing Aid 
Specialist 348, Speech Language Pathologist 4200, SLP Interim permit 169, and Speech 
Language Pathologist Assistant 347. 

 
4.2 Current budget report 

Ms. Shadduck provided the current budget report to the board. She stated the budget is 
still very healthy and she is working with financial officers on monitoring the decrease 
where the department is projecting the budget should be with actual revenue to estimated 
revenue.  
 

4.3 Legislation and Organization updates 
Ms. Santiago shared that there are a few bills that could affect the profession but do not 
directly affect the board. There is one bill that does affect the board directly, Substitute 
Senate Bill 6226 clinical autonomy of audiologist. This proposed bill recognizes that 
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telehealth, including tele-audiology, is a modality for delivering cost-effective, patient 
centered health care services. The bill also prohibits the board from implement rules that 
prevent practitioners from using their clinical judgement to determine whether telehealth 
or in-person care is most appropriate. 
 

4.4 HELMS update 
The third and final phase of HELMS implements the enforcement module. Should it be 
finalized in March 2026, there is no exact date. This release will take five business days 
to convert data. During the conversion, practitioners will be unable to access the portal, 
and staff will be unable to process applications or renewals.  

 
 Open Forum – Robert Richardson, Chair 
 Allison Vega, Audiologist in Olympia, inquired about credentialing on a timeline for 
 licensure to go through. Ms. Santigo confirms that it can take 2-3 months for approval. If 
 they are out of state, it might be a little longer for the FBI background check to come 
 back. 
 
5. List and Labels Request 

The board reviewed an application for lists and labels from Independence Rehab LLC. The 
board reviewed and recommended that the request should be denied. 
 
5.1. Motion: Chairman Robert motion to deny. Dr. Pomeroy second 

Motion/Second: Dr. Pomeroy / Ms. Holley The motion was approved unanimously by 
the board. 

5.2. Motion: Chairman Robert motion to deny. Dr. Pomeroy second. 
Motion/Second: Dr. Pomeroy / Ms. Holley The motion was approved unanimously by 
the board. 

 
6. Rules Workshop Initial Hearing Aid Fitting and 6 Months of Hearing Test 

Requirements 
Ms. Shadduck and Ms. Richter reported to the board about draft rule amendments to chapter 
246-828 WAC related initial hearing aid fitting in-person and the 6 months’ hearing test 
requirements proposed rule language. The board had several discussions and comments on 
limitation of telehealth on initial hearing aid fitting and how SSB 6226 may have a direct 
effect on how the draft rule language will change. The board has decided to have another 
rules workshop at the next board meeting on May 1st, since legislation will be completed and 
bill implementation may be warranted. 
 

7. Newsletter 
Ms. Schatz provided an update about the newsletter on three articles; Credentialing – Where 
We Are Now, Tips for providing therapy in the home, and HELMS update. 
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Motion: To approve newsletter Ms. Adkins 
Motion:/Second: Ms. Adkins/Ms. Bradford The motion was approved unanimously by the 
board. 

 
8. Agenda Building  

The Board determined items for the May 1, 2026, meeting 
- Elections for new chair and vice-chair 
- Continuing Rules Workshop 
- Newsletter 
 

9. Adjournment 
Chairperson Richardson adjourned the meeting at 11:43 am 

 
 
 
Washington State Board of Hearing and Speech  
 
_On File__________________________________ 
Robert Richardson, Public Member, Chairperson 
 
Contact Information: 
Kim Boi Shadduck, Program Manager 
kim-boi.shadduck@doh.wa.gov 
360-236-2912 
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