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Pharmacy Quality Assurance Commission 
May 28, 2026 - Minutes 

 
Convene: Hawkins DeFrance, Chair, called the meeting to order May 28, 2026, 9:02 a.m. 

 
Commission Members: 
Hawkins DeFrance, Chair 
Ann Wolken, Vice Chair  
Jerrie Allard 
Stephanie Bardin 
Teri Ferreira 
Patrick Gallaher 
Judy Guenther 
William Hayes 
Kenneth Kenyon  
Uyen Thorstensen 
 
Commission Members Absent: 
Matthew Ray 
Craig Ritchie  
Huey Yu 

Staff: 
Marlee O’Neill, Executive Director 
Lindsay Trant-Sinclair, Deputy Director 
Si Bui, Inspector Supervisor 
Christopher Gerard, AAG 
Rachel Sahi 
Taifa “Nomi” Peaks 
Joshua Munroe 
Haleigh Mauldin 
Irina Harris 
Madison Washington 
Amy L Robertson

1. Call to Order, Hawkins DeFrance, Chair 
 
1.1. Meeting Agenda Approval – May 28, 2026 

 
MOTION: Ken Kenyon moved to approve May 28, 2026, business meeting agenda 
without edits. William Hayes, seconded. Motion carried, 10:0. 

 
1.2. Meeting Minutes Approval – April 2, 2026 

 
MOTION: Ken Kenyon moved to approve April 2, 2026, meeting minutes without 
edits. Stephanie Bardin, seconded. Motion carried, 10:0. 

 
2. Consent Agenda 

 
2.1. Correspondence  

 
2.1.1. National Precursor Log Exchange Monthly Dashboard – March and April 
2.1.2. Commission Rules Tracker 
2.1.3. Proposed 2027 Commission Meeting Dates 
2.1.4. Quarterly Credential Counts 
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2.1.5. Strategic Plan Implementation 
 

2.2. Ancillary Utilization Plans Approval  
 
2.2.1. AHF Pharmacy 
2.2.2. Cardinal Health 414 LLC 
2.2.3. Confluence Health – multiple locations 
2.2.4. Virginia Mason Franciscan Health Systems 
2.2.5. Pine Lake Pharmacy LLC 
2.2.6. Rankos Stadium Pharmacy 
2.2.7. Cascade General Hospital 

 
2.3. Pharmacy Technician Training Program Approval 

 
2.3.1. Friday Harbor Drug 
2.3.2. New Health Program Association  
2.3.3. Virginia Mason Medical Center 
2.3.4. Rankos Stadium Pharmacy 
 
MOTION: Ken Kenyon moved to approve the consent agenda except for 2.2.2. 
Cardinal Health 414 LLC, 2.2.4. Virginia Mason Franciscan Health Systems, 2.2.6. 
Rankos Stadium Pharmacy, 2.2.7. Cascade General Hospital, and 2.3.4. Rankos 
Stadium Pharmacy. William Hayes, seconded. Motion carried, 10:0.  
 

2.4. Regular Agenda Items Pulled from 2.1, 2.2, or 2.3. The commission will discuss items 
removed from the consent agenda and placed on the regular agenda for separate 
discussion. 

 
2.2.2. Cardinal Health 414 LLC 
 
MOTION: Hawkins DeFrance moved to approve item 2.2.2. Cardinal Health 414 LLC 
contingent upon striking the two dot points on the assistant page, “[p]erforms 
radiation safety tasks and procedures under the supervision of a nuclear 
pharmacist” and “[p]erform/schedules basic vehicle maintenance”. Ken Kenyon, 
seconded. Motion carried, 10:0. 

 
2.2.4. Virginia Mason Franciscan Health Systems 
 
MOTION: William Hayes moved to approve item 2.2.4. Virginia Mason Franciscan 
Health Systems without edits. Ken Kenyon, seconded. Motion carried, 10:0. 
 
2.2.6. Rankos Stadium Pharmacy 
 
MOTION: Hawkins DeFrance moved to approve item 2.2.6. Rankos Stadium 
Pharmacy contingent upon striking letter 6.c., “[p]lan, implement, and maintain 
procedures for mixing, packaging, and labeling pharmaceuticals, according to policy 
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and legal requirements, to ensure quality, security and proper disposal” from the 
pharmacy technician AUP. Ken Kenyon, seconded. Motion carried, 10:0. 
 
2.2.7. Cascade General Hospital 
 
MOTION: William Hayes moved to approve item 2.2.7. Cascade General Hospital 
without edits. Ken Kenyon, seconded. Motion carried, 10:0. 
 
2.3.4. Rankos Stadium Pharmacy 
 
MOTION: Hawkins DeFrance moved to approve item 2.3.4. Rankos Stadium 
Pharmacy contingent upon striking letter 6.c., “[p]lan, implement, and maintain 
procedures for mixing, packaging, and labeling pharmaceuticals, according to policy 
and legal requirements, to ensure quality, security and proper disposal” from the 
pharmacy technician AUP. Ken Kenyon, seconded. Motion carried, 10:0. 
 

3. Presentations 
 

3.1. Special Presentation: Health Systems Quality Assurance Division Updates 
 
Shawna Fox, Assistant Secretary for the Health Systems Quality Assurance (HSQA) 
Division, presented updates on HSQA. 
 

3.2.  Quarterly Budget Report 
 
Ashley May, Budget Analyst, presented the commission’s quarterly budget report. 

 
4. New Business  
 

4.1. Commission Authority on Pharmacy Service Issues 
 

MOTION: Patrick Gallaher moved to task staff to work with the Washington State 
Pharmacy Association (WSPA) to identify areas of concern for workplace conditions 
and report back at a future business meeting. Ann Wolken, seconded. Motion 
carried, 10:0. 

 
4.2. Acupuncture and Eastern Medicine Practitioner (AEMP) Medication 

Procurement Issues 
 
MOTION: Ken Kenyon moved to reaffirm the commission’s position as reflected in a 
letter to Washington Acupuncture and Eastern Medicine Association on December 
18, 2024, and the following: “The commission does not have the authority to expand 
the scope of practice of AEMPs to include prescriptive authority. Only the 
Washington State Legislature has this authority. The expansion of AEMPs’ scope of 
practice to include prescriptive authority requires the legislature to amend relevant 
provisions of RCW 18.06, RCW 69.41 (including RCW 69.41.030), and RCW 69.50 (for 
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controlled substances).” Hawkins DeFrance asked staff to meet with AEMP program 
to review the website and letter for potential updates. Jerrie Allard, seconded. 
Motion carried, 10:0. 
 

5. Old Business 
 

5.1. Policies and Procedures Updates 
 

MOTION: Ken Kenyon moved to approve the exception application guidelines with 
one edit to the process: that if the applicant marks “no” to having been convicted of 
a crime, in conflict with the background check, that staff contact the applicant for 
additional information prior to presenting the application to the panel for 
consideration. Jerrie Allard, seconded. Motion carried, 10:0. 
 

5.2. UMPJE Implementation Guidance Document 
 

MOTION: Ken Kenyon moved to approve the UMPJE implementation guidance 
document with edits, striking hypothetical 4: “An applicant takes the MPJE on July 
30, 2026, and obtains a passing score. The applicant applies for a pharmacist 
license in January 2027. The commission will accept the MPJE passing score 
because the examination was taken on or before December 29, 2026” and stating 
the commission will accept a passing UMPJE score taken on or after April 1, 2026. 
Stephanie Bardin, seconded. Motion carried, 10:0. 
 

5.3. UMPJE Plus Module 
 

MOTION: Ken Kenyon moved to not adopt a UMPJE Plus Module. Judy Guenther, 
seconded. Motion carried, 10:0. 
 

6. Rulemaking for Mobile Opioids Treatment Programs (OTP) Units 
 
6.1. PUBLIC HEARING The commission held a public hearing on rulemaking proposing 

to amend WACs 246-945-060 and 246-945-250 to add a registration exemption for 
mobile OTP units and amend facility requirements for other controlled substance 
registrants. 
 
The public rules hearing began at 1:00 p.m. and closed at 1:03 p.m. No written or 
oral comments were received during the public comment period or the public 
hearing.  

 
6.2. Approval of Comment Responses and Authorization to File CR-103P (Mobile OTP 

Units) 
 

No written or oral comments were received. 
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MOTION: Ken Kenyon moved to adopt the proposed rule language for WACs 246-
945-060 and 246-945-250 without edits and authorized staff to file a CR-103P. Jerrie 
Allard, seconded. Motion carried, 10:0. 

7. Rule and Legislative Updates 
 

7.1. Rule Workshop: Animal Euthanasia Training Program Guidelines 
 
MOTION: Ken Kenyon moved to approve the draft rule language and task staff with 
preparing and filing a CR-102 rules proposal package. Jerrie Allard, seconded. 
Motion carried, 10:0. 

 
8. Rulemaking for Clarifying Ancillary Utilization Plans (AUPs) 

 
8.1. PUBLIC HEARING The commission held a public hearing on rulemaking proposing 

to amend WAC 246-945-410 clarifying that only pharmacies may submit an AUP, 
per RCW 18.64A.040 and 18.64A.060, for approval by the commission to utilize 
pharmacy ancillary personnel as defined in RCW 18.64A.010(5). 
 
The public rules hearing began at 1:30 p.m. and closed at 1:32 p.m. No written or 
oral comments were received during the public comment period or the public 
hearing.  

 
8.2. Approval of Comment Responses and Authorization to File CR-103P (Clarifying 

AUPs) 
 

No written or oral comments were received. 
 
MOTION: Ken Kenyon moved to adopt the proposed rule language for WAC 246-945-
410 without edits and authorized staff to file a CR-103P. William Hayes, seconded. 
Motion carried, 10:0. 

 
9. Rules and Legislative Updates 
 

9.1. Rulemaking Authorization: Pharmacy Technician Licensing 
 
MOTION: Ken Kenyon moved to authorize filing a CR-101 Rule Making Inquiry 
Package to update WACs 246-945-203, 246-945-205, and 246-945-215, and 
potentially add a new section(s) to address the pharmacy technician-in-training 
endorsement, pharmacy technician licensing, and pharmacy technician training 
program requirements and to add the commission’s previously authorized 
rulemaking to codify the approved examinations for pharmacy technicians in WAC 
246-945-205 to this rulemaking package. Uyen Thorstensen, seconded. Motion 
carried, 10:0. 

 
9.2. Rulemaking Authorization: Requirement for Submission of Collaborative Drug 

Therapy Agreements (CDTAs) 
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MOTION: Ken Kenyon moved to authorize staff to file a CR-101 Rule Making Inquiry 
Package to amend WAC 246-945-350 to remove the requirement that licensees 
submit a copy of their CDTA to the commission. William Hayes, seconded. Motion 
carried, 10:0. 
 

9.3. Rulemaking Authorization: Scheduling Multiple Synthetic Benzodiazepines 
 
MOTION: Ken Kenyon moved to authorize staff to file a CR-101 Rule Making Inquiry 
Package to initiate rulemaking to consider placing clonazolam, diclazepam, 
etizolam, flubromazolam, and bromazolam in WAC 246-945-051 Schedule I. 
Stephanie Bardin, seconded. Motion carried, 10:0. 
 
MOTION: Ken Kenyon moved that scheduling clonazolam, diclazepam, etizolam, 
flualprazolam, flubromazolam, and bromazolam in WAC 246-945-051 Schedule I in 
Washington State, is necessary due to an immediate need to protect the public 
health and safety and authorized staff to file a CR-103E, emergency rulemaking, 
while permanent rulemaking is ongoing. Jerrie Allard, seconded. Motion carried, 
10:0. 
 

9.4. Rulemaking Petition: Elemental Mercury and Methylmercury and RCW 
69.38.010(4) 
 
MOTION: Patrick Gallaher moved to approve the petition to classify elemental 
mercury and methylmercury as poisons in chapter 69.38 RCW and task staff with 
filing a CR-101 Rules Proposal package. Ken Kenyon, seconded. Motion carried, 
10:0. 

 
10. Commission Member Elections 

 
Ann Wolken accepts the nomination for appointment as Chair for the Washington State 
Pharmacy Quality Assurance Commission effective July 1, 2026. The commission voted to 
accept Ann's nomination, 10:0. 

 
Stephanie Bardin accepts the nomination for appointment as Vice Chair for the Washington 
State Pharmacy Quality Assurance Commission effective July 1, 2026. The commission 
voted to accept Stephanie’s nomination, 10:0. 
 

11. Open Forum 
 

No public comments were received. 
 

12. Commission Member Reports 
 

12.1. Open Discussion Related to Items or Issues Relevant to Commission 
Business/Pharmacy Practice 
 
Hawkins DeFrance shared that he attended the NABP Annual Meeting in Boston, MA 
on May 12-15, 2026, and reviewed the topics discussed. 
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13. Staff Reports 
 

13.1. Executive Director – Marlee O’Neill 
 
• Marlee noted that staff are aware of the federal Drug Enforcement Agency’s 

(DEA) action to place drug products containing marijuana that have been 
approved by the federal Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and medical 
marijuana products regulated by a state medical marijuana license in Schedule 
III of the Controlled Substances Act (CSA). Staff will monitor this and report back 
to the commission as needed. 

 
13.2. Deputy Director – Lindsay Trant-Sinclair 

 
• Lindsay reported that she attended the 2026 NABP Annual Meeting in Boston, 

MA.  
• Staff successfully submitted the commission’s legislative proposal for 2027 to 

the department.  
• Staff completed the sign for the accessible labeling rules for dispensing facilities 

and dispensing practitioners to display notifying patients of the non-English 
languages available for interpretation and translation. It is posted on the website. 
 

13.3. Pharmacist Supervisor – Si Bui 
 
• Si thanked inspectors for the continued hard work and adaption to all the 

department changes. 
 

13.4. Assistant Attorney General – Christopher Gerard 
 
• Christopher advised he will not be present at the July 2026 meeting, but another 

Assistant Attorney General from the Agricultural and Health Division will attend 
in his absence. 
 

14. Summary of Meeting Action Items  
 

• 1.2 Meeting Minutes Approval – Staff will finalize and post the minutes on the 
commission’s website. 

• 2. Consent Agenda – Staff will convey the decision to the applicants and the Office of 
Customer Service. 

• 4.1 Commission Authority on Pharmacy Service Issues – Staff will contact WSPA 
about identifying areas of concern related to workplace conditions.  

• 4.2 Acupuncture and Eastern Medicine Practitioner Medication Procurement Issues 
– Staff will work with new executive director for the acupuncture program, update the 
“Who Can Prescribe” webpage, and review the letter for wholesalers for potential 
updates. 

• 5.1 Policies and Procedures Updates – Staff will update exception application 
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guidance document to include that for any applicant that says “no” to the question on 
having committed a crime, but criminal history says “yes” to have DOH staff ask the 
applicant why the discrepancy before it goes to the panel. 

• 5.2 UMPJE Implementation Guidance Document – Staff will amend the guidance 
document on the UMPJE implementation to allow passing UMPJE scores taken on or 
after April 1, 2026, and other corresponding edits.  

• 5.3 UMPJE Plus Module – Staff will not prepare a plus module. 
• 7.1 Rule Workshop: Animal Euthanasia Training Program Guidelines – Staff will file a 

CR-102. 
• 9.1 Rulemaking Authorization: Pharmacy Technician Licensing – Staff will file a CR-

101 on WACs 246-945-203, 246-945-205, 246-945-215 and potentially create new 
sections to address the technician-in-training endorsement, technician licensure 
requirements, technician training program requirements, and incorporate previous 
rulemaking on approved exams for technicians. 

• 9.2 Rulemaking Authorization: Requirement for Submission of Collaborative Drug 
Therapy Agreements (CDTAs) - Staff will file a CR-101 to amend WAC 246-945-350 to 
remove the requirement that licensees submit a copy of the CDTA to the commission.  

• 9.3 Rulemaking Authorization: Scheduling Multiple Synthetic Benzodiazepines - 
Staff will file a CR-101 and a CR-103E to add clonazolam, diclazepam, etizolam, 
flualprazolam, flubromazolam, and bromazolam to WAC 246-945-051 Schedule I.  

• 9.4 Rulemaking Petition: Elemental Mercury and Methylmercury and RCW 
69.38.010(4) - Staff will send the petition approval letter and file the CR-101 to consider 
designating elemental mercury and methylmercury as poisons in RCW 69.38.010.  

• 10 Commission Leadership Elections - On July 1, 2026, Ann Wolken will take over as 
chair and Stephanie Bardin will take over as vice chair. 

 
3:00 p.m. Business Meeting Adjourned 

 


