
 

 

Mental Health Counselors, Marriage & Family Therapists, and Social Workers 
Advisory Committee 

Adjourned Regular Meeting 

July 17, 2026 

Time: 9:00 a.m. 

Location: Washington State Department of Health 
Town Center East 2 (TC2) Building, Room 164 
111 Israel Road SE, Tumwater, WA 98501  

Contact Person: Lana Crawford, Program Manager 

Board/Committee Members: Melissa Denner, LMHC, SUDP, Chair 
Joel Freedman, LMHC, Vice Chair 
Megan Simmons, LMFT  
Beda Herbison, LICSW 
Kim McBride, PhD, LMFT 
Anji Jorstad, LASW 
Calluna Saxon - Public Member 
Vacant - Public Member  
Vacant - Public Member 

Assistant Attorney General: Marie Carp, Assistant Attorney General 

Staff: Lana Crawford, Program Manager 
Joe Miller, Executive Director 
James Smartt, Program Support 
John Simmons, Program Support 
Tiffany Drake, Credentialing Supervisor 
Melody Casiano, Policy Analyst 
Evan Shigaya, Policy Analyst 
Catharine Roner-Reiter, Supervising Staff Attorney 
 

Guest Presenters: Ted Dale, Program Manager for Peer Support Specialists and 
Sex Offender Treatment Providers 

mailto:lana.crawford@doh.wa.gov


Licensed Counselors Advisory Committee Agenda 
July 17, 2026 
Page 2 

 

In accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, the agenda for this regular meeting was made 
available online at least 24 hours prior to the start time of the meeting pursuant to RCW 42.30.077. 

Open Session: 

1. Call to Order – Melissa Denner, LMHC, SUDP, Chair 
1.1.   Introductions of committee and supporting staff members 
1.2.   Approval of  July 17, 2026, agenda 
1.3.   Approval of  February 20, 2026, meeting minutes  

2. Public Comment – Melissa Denner, LMHC, SUDP, Chair  
Members of the advisory committees will hear comments from the public. The public may request 
items to be placed on a future meeting agenda.  

3. Assistant Attorney General Report – Maria Carp, AAG  
The Assistant Attorney General will report on items relevant to the advisory committee. 

4. Certified Peer Support Specialists – Ted Dale, Program Manager 
4.1.   Ted will provide a presentation on the new credential, Certified Peer Support Specialists. 

5. Executive Director Report – Joe Miller 
The Executive Director will report on items relevant to the advisory committee. 
5.1.   Update: HELMS R3  

6. Department of Health Program Updates  
Program staff will provide updates on key operational areas. 

6.1.   Credentialing – Joe Miller, Executive Director 
6.2.   Budget - Lana Crawford, Program Manager 
6.3.   Recruitment Efforts – Lana Crawford, Program Manager 
6.4.   Interstate Licensure Compacts - Lana Crawford, Program Manager 

a) Counseling Compact 
b) Social Work Compact  

7. Advisory Subcommittee Report – Kim McBride, LMFT, Advisory Member, Beda Herbison, 
LICSW, Advisory Member and Joel Freedman, Vice Chair 
The subcommittee will provide a brief update on the ongoing work focused on preparing graduating 
students on how to successfully apply for their Associate License. 

8. 2027 Proposed Advisory Committee Dates – Melissa Denner, LMHC, SUDP, Chair 
Members of the advisory committee will review and vote on the proposed meeting dates for 2027. 
8.1.   2027 Proposed Advisory Committee Dates 
 

https://counselingcompact.gov/
https://swcompact.org/
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9. Scope of Practice - Lana Crawford, Program Manager 
9.1.   Update: ADHD & ASD Guidance 2026 

10. Old Business - Lana Crawford, Program Manager 
Discussion of unresolved items from previous meetings. 

10.1.   Follow Up: Specialty enhancements, historical and present.  
10.2.   Follow Up: DOH Forms 

11. Future Business – Lana Crawford, Program Manager 
Discussion of potential agenda items for future meetings. 

11.1.   Discipline Enforcement Action – Claire Wilson, Program Manager 
11.2.   Agency Affiliated Counselors Overview – Carmen Moore, Program Manager 
11.3.   Advisory Committee Training: OPMA, PRA, Robert’s Rule, Ethics.  

12. Roundtable Discussion - - Melissa Denner, LMHC, SUDP, Chair 
Open discussion for the advisory committee to share updates, concerns, or emerging issues. 

13. Action Items and Assignments - Melissa Denner, LMHC, SUDP, Chair 
Summary of decisions, responsibilities, and next steps identified during the meeting. 

14. Adjournment - Melissa Denner, LMHC, SUDP, Chair 

Next Scheduled Meeting: 

September 18, 2026 – 9:00 a.m.  

Meeting Link: 
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Microsoft Teams Need help?  

Join the meeting now  

Meeting ID: 242 930 762 653 234 

Passcode: 5Qo6KA2W 

Dial in by phone  

+1 564-999-2000,,264915811# United States, Olympia  

(833) 322-1218,,264915811# United States (Toll-free)  

Find a local number  

Phone conference ID: 264 915 811# 

 
Times and Order: 

The meeting will begin at 9:00 a.m. and 
will continue until all agenda items are 
complete. This agenda is  subject to change.  

Comments from the public in attendance 
will be accepted after each agenda item. 

This meeting is being recorded for the 
purpose of meeting minutes.  If anyone 
objects or does not consent, please let us 
know. 

 

Meeting Accessibility: 

This meeting is accessible to persons with disabilities. Special aids and services can be made available 
upon advanced request. Advance requests for special aides and services must be made no later than 
one week before the meeting. To make such a request, you may leave a message with your request at: 
1-800-525-0127. If necessary, to make this call, you may access Telecommunication Device for the 
Deaf (TDD) TDD by calling the TDD relay service at 1-800- 833-6388 or 711. If you need assistance 
due to a speech disability, Speech-to-Speech provides human voices for people with difficulty being 
understood. The Washington Speech to-Speech toll free access number is 1-877-833-6341. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Faka.ms%2FJoinTeamsMeeting%3Fomkt%3Den-US&data=05%7C02%7CLana.Crawford%40doh.wa.gov%7C5b9aa6cd483b403566ea08dd34ffb550%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638724995037399441%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hgg4bfzoF%2BFSnK757wP4l628ZnYfZNblWaG9dzV7Nxs%3D&reserved=0
https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/242930762653234?p=1ntTxkauEIzciytKoW
tel:+15649992000,,264915811
tel:8333221218,,264915811
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdialin.teams.microsoft.com%2F811a9140-4f87-4b3b-b4e5-c0df12d33f3f%3Fid%3D119115907&data=05%7C02%7CLana.Crawford%40doh.wa.gov%7C5b9aa6cd483b403566ea08dd34ffb550%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638724995037437621%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=o%2BUlgikopIDiR4tj%2BWsBotOyf7GiHpoXjg3%2FE32%2BvZU%3D&reserved=0

