
Lone Star tick (Amblyomma americanum)

Females have a single white dot (“lone star”) in the center
of their back; males have no white spot
Long mouth parts
Commonly found in the Central and Eastern United
States; populations have not been found in WA.
Can transmit the bacteria that causes ehrlichiosis
May cause alpha gal syndrome (meat allergy)

Larva

Nymph Adult Male Adult Female

Brown with mottled white or cream-colored pattern on
back
Short mouth parts
Commonly found in WA
Can transmit the bacteria that causes Rocky Mountain
Spotted Fever (RMSF)

Western dog tick (Dermacentor similis)

Rocky Mountain wood tick (Dermacentor andersoni)
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More information:

Use an EPA-registered insect repellent
Wear shoes, socks, long sleeved shirts, and pants.
Check yourself, your kids, and your pets for ticks after being in
tick-prone areas.

Protect yourself:

There are several species of ticks in WA state, including the Western dog tick and Rocky Mountain wood tick, among others. Lone Star
ticks do not have established populations in WA state. Use the chart below to familiarize yourself with the difference and always take
precautions to avoid tick bites.
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https://redcap.doh.wa.gov/surveys/?s=PA4MFCDHRT84J4FW

	Dog Tick   and   Wood Tick
	vs.
	Lone Star Tick
	There are several species of ticks in WA state, including the Western dog tick and Rocky Mountain wood tick, among others. Lone Star ticks do not have established populations in WA state. Use the chart below to familiarize yourself with the difference and always take precautions to avoid tick bites.
	Western dog tick (Dermacentor similis)
	Larva
	Nymph
	Adult Male
	Adult Female

	Rocky Mountain wood tick (Dermacentor andersoni)
	Larva
	Nymph
	Adult Male
	Adult Female

	Brown with mottled white or cream-colored pattern on back
	Short mouth parts
	Commonly found in WA
	Can transmit the bacteria that causes Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever (RMSF)
	Lone Star tick (Amblyomma americanum)
	Larva
	Nymph
	Adult Male
	Adult Female

	Females have a single white dot (“lone star”) in the center of their back; males have no white spot
	Long mouth parts
	Commonly found in the Central and Eastern United States; populations have not been found in WA.
	Can transmit the bacteria that causes ehrlichiosis
	May cause alpha gal syndrome (meat allergy)
	Protect yourself:
	Use an EPA-registered insect repellent
	Wear shoes, socks, long sleeved shirts, and pants.
	Check yourself, your kids, and your pets for ticks after being in tick-prone areas.

	More information:
	Ticks | WADOH
	Tick-borne Diseases | WADOH
	Submit a Tick for ID | WADOH



