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Notice of Adoption – Policy Statement       
Title: Temporary Birthing Center Fee Cap | BC-2026-01 

Issuing Entity: Department of Health 

Subject Matter: Clarifying timing of new birthing center fees and fee caps. 

Effective Date: July 1, 2026 

Contact Person: John Hilger 

   john.hilger@doh.wa.gov 
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Policy Statement 
Title: Temporary Birthing Center Fee Cap 

Policy Statement 
Number: BC-2026-01 

References: WAC 246-329-990 and Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill 5998 (Chapter 268, 
Laws of 2026) 

Contact: John Hilger 

Phone: 360-236-2929 
Email: john.hilger@doh.wa.gov 

Effective Date: July 1, 2026 

Supersedes: N/A 

Approved By: Kris Reichl, Office Director for Community Health Systems 
 

 

Effective July 1, 2026, birthing center applicants and licensees are subject to an updated fee 
schedule.  

Recently, after consulting with interested parties, the Department of Health (department) 
adopted amendments to the birthing center fee schedule in WAC 246-329-990. These 
amendments were developed based on the projected costs of program administration, 
inspection, and discipline, and took into account feedback from interested parties who 
participated in rules workshops. The updated fee schedule in WAC 246-329-990 was adopted by 
the department on February 2, 2026, under WSR 26-04-100, and is effective July 1, 2026. 

After the fee rule was adopted but before it became effective, the Washington State Legislature 
adopted a budget proviso in Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill (ESSB) 5998 (Chapter 268, Laws of 
2026) that caps new and renewed license fees at $998 per year. This limit is effective during the 
2025-2027 fiscal biennium, which runs from July 1, 2025 through June 30, 2027. 

mailto:doh.information@doh.wa.gov
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=246-329-990
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2025-26/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/Senate/5998-S.SL.pdf?q=20260522110101
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=246-329-990
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary/?BillNumber=5998&Year=2025&Initiative=false
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All other fees remain the same and have not changed in WAC 246-329-990. The following fee 
schedule integrates birthing center fees as detailed in WAC 246-329-990 with the fee caps 
provided for in the budget proviso: 

 

Title of Fee Fee 

Application and initial license $998 

Renewal – birthing center $998 

Renewal – accredited birthing center $998 

Change of ownership $998 

On-site compliance survey per  

WAC 246-329-990 (5) 

$3,000 

Late fee $50 per day, up to 

$1,000 

 

The department is implementing the new fee amounts as cost-effectively and efficiently as 
possible through this policy statement, as the fee cap is set in law. The department will apply both 
WAC 246-329-990 and the proviso as appropriate. Additionally, the department will continue to 
gather data on the birthing center program to support setting and adjusting appropriate fees going 
forward, including addressing any backlogs that may occur. 

This policy statement expires June 30, 2027. 
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