
 
STATE OF WASHINGTON 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 
PO Box 47890 | Olympia, Washington 98504-7890 

360-236-4030 | 711 Washington State Relay 
 
July 22, 2026 

 
Re: Informative – Update on Invasive Haemophilus influenzae Type b Outbreak Response and Formation 
of a Work Group 

 
Greetings Honorable Tribal Leaders, Partners, and Professionals: 

 
In accordance with chapter 43.376 RCW, the Washington State Centennial Accord of 1989, and DOH 
Consultation and Collaboration Procedure, we are writing to provide an update on the ongoing outbreak of 
invasive Haemophilus influenzae serotype b (Hib) disease among adults in Washington, and to share that 
Washington State Department of Health (WA DOH) is convening a work group to discuss outbreak response, 
including possible supplemental immunization activities. 
 
New workgroup: First meeting will be held tomorrow, July 23, 2026. Tribe and Tribal partner public health 
authorities have received the calendar invite. The scope and structure of the work group and cadence of future 
meetings are to be determined. We look forward to working with you and will share additional information as 
soon as possible. 
 
On January 30, 2026, WA DOH sent a Dear Tribal Leader Letter announcing provisional expansion of invasive 
H. influenzae disease reporting to include all ages through May 2029, in response to an ongoing Hib outbreak 
among adults first identified in King County in 2024.  Since then, WA DOH has continued to monitor and 
investigate the outbreak. As of July 20, 2026, 55 adult invasive Hib cases and at least five deaths have been 
reported statewide across eight counties, including 25 cases identified in 2026.  
 
Additional information on case trends, demographics, and whole genome sequencing results demonstrating that 
cases are closely related was shared on July 9, 2026 with the Vaccine Advisory Committee (VAC), which 
includes representatives from the American Indian Health Commission (AIHC), the Northwest Tribal 
Epidemiology Center, and the Seattle Indian Health Board (see slides 49–57 ). 

For additional information, please contact the Vaccine-Preventable Disease (VPD) Program, Washington State 
Department of Health at vpd-cde@doh.wa.gov or 206-418-5500. For general questions, please contact the Office 
of Tribal Public Health and Relations (OTPHR) at OTPHR@doh.wa.gov.  

 
Respectfully, 

 
Tao Sheng Kwan-Gett, MD MPH 
Washington State Health Officer 

 
cc: Dennis E. Worsham, Secretary of Health, WA-DOH 

Jessica Todorovich, Chief of Staff, Office of the Secretary, WA-DOH 
Kristin Peterson, Chief, Office of Policy, Planning & Evaluation, WA-DOH 
Candice Wilson–Quatz'tenaut (Lummi), Executive Director, OTPHR, WA-DOH 

 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=43.376
https://goia.wa.gov/state-tribal-relations-centennial-accord/centennial-accord
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/legacy/Documents/1200/DOHConsulationColllaborationProcedure.pdf
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/legacy/Documents/1200/DOHConsulationColllaborationProcedure.pdf
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2026-02/DTLL-HaemophilusInfluenze.pdf
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2026-07/VACMeetingSlides-20260709.pdf
mailto:vpd-cde@doh.wa.gov
mailto:OTPHR@doh.wa.gov
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