STATE OF WASHINGTON

HEALTH CARE AUTHORITY
626 8th Avenue, SE ¢ P.O. Box 45502 « Olympia, Washington 98504-5502

July 23, 2026

Dear Tribal Leader:
SUBJECT: State Overdose Plan Listening Session

In accordance with Chapter 43.376 RCW, the Washington State Centennial Accord of 1989,
and Executive Order 25-10 regarding collaboration with Indian Tribes in the development of
policies, agreements, and program implementation that directly affect Indian Tribes, and the
Tribal Consultation and Communication Policy of the Health Care Authority (HCA), the HCA
seeks to inform you on the following matter.

Purpose

The Health Care Authority (HCA) and Department of Health (DOH) are requesting Tribal
representatives to provide feedback on a draft of the State Opioid and Overdose Response Plan
(SOORP) and the strategies associated with the plan. This feedback is essential for the following
reasons:

¢ Ensure cross-system collaboration and engagement between the SOORP and the
Washington Tribal Opioid & Fentanyl Taskforce;

o Ensure the inclusion of Tribal strategies, activities, and priorities in the SOORP’s
compilation of opioid and overdose related strategies; and

e Provide collaboration on the use of opioid settlement funds and other resources in a
manner that respects Tribal sovereignty in both word and deed.

This proposed listening session will occur through Zoom at the quarterly Tribal Opioid &
Fentanyl Taskforce meeting on Tuesday, August 25, 2026, at 10:00 am.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8642915991 1 2pwd=kMNTI1508 XasVI3d5wSm90XJHalVIKE.1

Meeting ID: 864 2915 9911 Passcode: 625098
One tap mobile: +12532158782,,86429159911# *625098#

Background

SOORP has existed in one form or another since 2008 and serves as the collaborative framework
by which the state facilitates consensus building, planning, implementation and community
engagement related to the use of resources to address the opioid and overdose crisis, including
Opioid Abatement Settlement Account (OASA) funds. This has included collaboration with the
American Indian Health Commission-facilitated American Indian/Alaskan Native Workgroup.


https://www.hca.wa.gov/assets/program/fact-sheet-state-opioid-overdose-response-plan.pdf
https://www.hca.wa.gov/assets/program/fact-sheet-state-opioid-overdose-response-plan.pdf
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86429159911?pwd=kMNTl508XasVJ3d5wSm90XJHaIV1KE.1
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=43.376
https://www.hca.wa.gov/about-hca/programs-and-initiatives/rural-health-transformation-program
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In 2024, the Washington Tribal Opioid & Fentanyl Taskforce was formed in response to the
opioid crisis, which has disproportionately affected Tribal communities. This government-to-
government partnership between Washington State, 29 federally recognized tribes, and 2 Urban
Indian Healthcare Programs has upheld Tribal sovereignty while developing collaborative,
culturally appropriate strategies to address this public health emergency.

As these activities continue, the SOORP is undergoing an update. A new plan will soon be
published that is intended to be more accessible and demonstrate clear priorities from state
agencies around the opioid crisis. This update comes at the confluence of robust engagement due
to the evolving and advancing work of the Tribal Opioid & Fentanyl Taskforce and the annual
WA Tribal Opioid Fentanyl Summit. It is with great respect and humility that we ask for input
from Tribes to inform these critical updates.

Comments and Questions

For all questions related to the State Opioid and Overdose Response Plan, please contact Kris
Shera (kris.shera@hca.wa.gov) and Elaina Perry (elaina.perry@doh.wa.gov).

Please contact Aren Sparck, Tribal Affairs Administrator, via email at aren.sparck@hca.wa.gov,
if you have Tribal affairs-related questions.

Please forward this information to any interested party.

Sincerely,

Duhasd— htbug oS 10
Teesha Kirschbaum Tao Sheng Kwan-Gett, MD MPH
Division Director, DBHR State Health Officer

Washington Health Care Authority Department of Health

cc: Aren Sparck, Affairs Administrator, EXO, OTA
Lucilla Mendoza, Tribal Behavioral Health Administrator, EXO, OTA
Teresea Claycamp, Deputy Division Director, DBHR
Tony Walton, Section Manager, DBHR
Judy Zerzan-Thule, Medical Director, HCA
Lacy Fehrenbach, Chief of Prevention, DOH
Amber Arndt, Tribal Policy Director, DOH
Dennis E. Worsham, Secretary of Health, DOH
Jessica Todorovich, Chief of Staff, Office of the Secretary, DOH
Kristin Peterson, Chief, Office of Government and Community Affairs, DOH
Candice Wilson—Quatz'tenaut (Lummi), Executive Director, OTPHR, DOH
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