
Pesticide Application Safety Committee (PASCO) 

Tuesday, May 26, 2026  

Time: 9:45 am-11:58 am 

Location: Hybrid – NRB Olympia, Room 259 and Zoom Webinar 

 

1. Welcome, Roll Call & Orientation 

• Meeting opened by Kelly Mclain (WSDA) and Lauren Jenks (DOH) 

• Roll call of PASCO members, advisory work group members, legislators, and guests. 

• PASCO Members Present: 

o Rep. Ton Dent 

o Sen. Judy Warnick  

o Lauren Jenks, DOH 

o Kelly McLain, WDSA 

o Calvin Ohlson-Kiehn, Department of Natural Resources   

o Gwen Hoheishel, WSU 

o Pablo Palmandez (PNASH) 

 

2. No Public Comment  

No public commenters requested to speak via Q&A. 

 

3. Updates from Legislative Session 

Legislative Session Update: Bills and status that impact pesticides 

• Several pesticide-related bills were introduced in the 2026 session. Paraquat, fungicide 

(note: a fungicide bill was mentioned, but there was no fungicide bill introduced in the 

2026 session), rodenticide as well as a bill addressing mental health challenges in 

agriculture. None of the bills were passed, though some may be introduced again next 

session.  

• PFAS pesticide legislation did not advance; however, federal discussions on PFAS in 

pesticides continue.  

• The discussions on bills provide an opportunity to educate stakeholders on agency roles, 

regulatory processes, and pesticide management practices.  

 

4. Agency Roundtable Updates 

Department of Health (DOH) 

• A vacant Program Manager position, along with a hiring freeze has created some 

operational delays.  

https://doh.wa.gov/data-statistical-reports/environmental-health/pesticides/application-safety-committee


• The Pesticide Epidemiologist position was vacated starting in May.  

• The department continues to prioritize investigations of reported acute illness cases, 

with no impact on investigation activities. We will communicate the impacts and 

slowdowns of the vacant positions to supervisors. 

• The CDC NIOSH SENSOR program contacted DOH to collaborate on a multi-state meeting 

highlighting Washington’s work.  

 

Washington State Department of Agriculture (WSDA) 

• WSDA is evaluating whether pesticide registration fees should increase during the 2027 

legislative cycle due to rising program costs over the past five to six years.  

• Registration fees are paid by registrants to sell and distribute pesticide products in 

Washington.  

• Fee levels are currently established through rulemaking authority granted by the 

Legislature.  

• WSDA is considering statutory changes and will work with partners and legislators to 

determine an appropriate fee structure. 

• Additional stakeholder meetings and webinars will be held over the summer, beginning 

in approximately two weeks, to gather feedback and comments. 

 

Department of Natural Resources (DNR) 

• DNR provided an update on research stemming from the 2019 Aerial Herbicide 

Application on Forest Lands Work Group.  

• Funding was provided to support research on herbicide use in forestry.  

• DNR has partnered with Oregon State University to support research sites across 

Western and Eastern Washington.  

• The research is evaluating various forestry herbicide treatment methods.  

 

WSU Update 

• Members discussed the role of technology adoption in reducing labor demands and 
supporting long-term agricultural viability.  

• WSU is leading a multi-commodity effort to modernize digital crop protection guides 

used by growers.  

• The updated system will be more secure, mobile-friendly, and easier to maintain.  

• Interest in precision spray technology continues to grow, with more companies entering 

the Washington market.  

• Increased competition is expanding the availability of advanced pesticide application 

tools for growers.  



• The FIRA event will be held in Yakima in October, focusing on robotics and precision 

application technologies in agriculture.  

• Representative Dent discussed the agricultural mental health bill, emphasizing the 

importance of improving safety, well-being, and support for agricultural workers.  

• Farm workers are encouraged to attend the FIRA Conference on October 1 to learn 
about emerging agricultural technologies and precision application tools.  

• Increasing awareness and understanding new technologies can help workers adapt to 
industry changes and reduce concerns about technological advancements.  
 

Technical Services and Education (TSE) Program Update 

• DOH updated its investigation interview form to include Worker Protection Standard 

(WPS) questions and revised language to improve engagement with farmworker 

communities and investigators.  

• Clarification efforts have been made to address confusion regarding case referrals 

between agencies.  

• Training curriculum updates now include case-based scenarios and interactive learning 

•  Focused on pesticide exposure prevention.  

• Training also covers identifying regulatory violations and evaluating employer and 

employee actions related to exposure incidents.  

• This summer, field-based behavioral assessments will be conducted with stakeholders to 

evaluate compliance practices and measure improvements in pesticide application 

behaviors.  

• Concerns remain regarding worker confusion during food safety audits, particularly 

around agency roles and investigation responsibilities.  

 

Representative Dent 

• Discussed the bill on mental health in agriculture and his intent to bring it up again.  

 

Representative Warnick  

• Will be retiring and will not be on the committee after the next election. Expressed that 

she enjoyed working with the group and how important the group is.  

 

 

5. Updates on “Activities in Motion” 

Shared Data Set Update: 

• The 8-year plan and the advisory work group are on hold until DOH hires a Program 

Manager.  



• WSDA, DOH, and L&I are developing a data-sharing agreement that will include all 

reported events / incidents of pesticide exposures.  

• The effort was recommended through the JLARC audit to identify common data 

elements and improve coordination.  

• Key focus areas include pesticide application safety, technical assistance, education 

programs, and worker training to reduce pesticide exposure.  

• The agencies are also exploring opportunities to streamline data collection and reporting 

processes.  

 

Agricultural Leadership Program (ALP) 

• ALP did not receive funding this year.  

• Funding status for next year remains uncertain. 

 

6. Other Activities (For awareness) 

Agricultural Viability Study Update 

• Washington agriculture is at a critical point due to rising costs and increasing regulatory 

requirements.  

• Washington ranks among the highest states in the nation for agricultural costs and 

regulatory burden.  

• WSDA released a baseline Agricultural Viability Assessment and is conducting a more 

detailed analysis with subject matter experts.  

• The study examines production costs, economic impacts, and regulatory burdens across 

the agricultural sector.  

• A producer survey is available to gather industry feedback. 

https://agr.wa.gov/departments/directors-office/washington-state-agricultural-viability 

• While grocery prices remain high, producers, workers, and rural communities are not 

seeing proportional financial benefits.  

• The study uses agricultural statistics and economic data to evaluate industry challenges 

and identify opportunities to reduce regulatory impacts.  

• Senator Warnick noted that the Climate Commitment Act (CCA) is viewed by some 

producers as part of the overall regulatory burden.  

• Adoption of new technologies may help reduce labor demands and support long-term 

farm viability.  

• An additional Agricultural Viability update will be provided at the September meeting.  
• The final Agricultural Viability Report is targeted for release on September 1.  
• The report will continue to support discussions on economic sustainability, regulatory 

impacts, and opportunities to improve agricultural viability in Washington. 
 

https://agr.wa.gov/departments/directors-office/washington-state-agricultural-viability


Environmental Report Tracking System (ERTS) Update 

• Ecology continues to forward pesticide-related cases to the appropriate agencies for 

review and investigation.  

• Anonymous complaints can create challenges during investigations, including limitations 

in obtaining medical records and verifying concerns.  

• Confidential complaint procedures are in place to protect the identity of individuals 

involved in investigations.  

• Representative Dent noted concerns about fairness to pesticide applicators when 

allegations cannot be fully verified.  

• Additional discussions may occur with legislators regarding protections for complainants, 

applicators, and agencies while maintaining effective investigations. 

• PASCO provides an opportunity for agencies to collaborate and share information on 

their roles, responsibilities, and pesticide-related activities.  

• The program supports coordination and improved understanding among participating 

agencies.  

 

7. Legislative Report (2025) 

• A draft report is expected to be distributed for review by June 30.  
• Please hold July 1-14 to review report.  
• The final report is anticipated to be published in October.  
• The report will include:  

o Executive Summary and Introduction  
o High-level overview of ongoing activities  
o Committee meetings and advisory group activities  
o Future work and strategic priorities  
o Action plans and long-term planning initiatives  
o Committee recommendations  
o Supporting appendices  

• Members discussed creating a suggestion and action-tracking log to:  
o Document ideas and recommendations.  
o Track progress on action items.  
o Improve accountability and follow-through.  
o Support future reporting and planning efforts. 

• Discussion around the need to get the Advisory Committee more fully staffed and maybe 

different sub-groups.  

 

8. Next Meeting Planning 

• The next committee meeting is tentatively scheduled for the first week of September, 
with proposed dates of September 2 or 3 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  

• Additional meetings are being considered for early December.  



• Meetings will continue to be held in NRB Olympia.  
• Final meeting dates and logistics will be confirmed and shared with members.  

 
 

Additional Update 

AI and Agriculture  
• Members collaborated with the Academy of Science on an initiative focused on Artificial 

Intelligence (AI) and agriculture.  
• The project developed an AI and Agriculture Toolkit to explore technology-based 

solutions for agricultural challenges.  
• A series of webinars is available online to help growers understand emerging 

technologies and their potential applications.  
• Discussions focused on:  

o Technologies growers are interested in adopting.  
o Opportunities to reduce pesticide-related costs and improve farm efficiency 

 

Actions Items Discussed 

Throughout the meeting, various members and agencies discussed upcoming activities and 

events with associated timelines. Some items are related to Committee activities and next steps, 

while others are more general or agency-specific.  

ACTIONS ITEM OWNER TIMELINE 

2025 Legislative Report:  

• Distribute draft report for review 

• Review Legislative Report 

• Finalize and Publish Report  

 

• DOH / WSDA 

• PASCO Members 

• DOH/WSDA 

 

• June 30, 2026 

• July 15, 2026 

• October,2026 

Finalize interagency data-sharing 
agreement. 

WSDA, DOH, L&I, WSU Ongoing 

Develop a suggestion and action-
tracking log for committee 
recommendations. 

Committee Members Future meetings 

Host FIRA event on robotics and 
precision application technologies. 

WSU October 

Promote participation in the FIRA 
Conference among farmworkers and 
stakeholders. 

Committee 
Members/Agency 

Before October 1 

Deliver updated pesticide handler 
training with case-based learning. 

WSDA, TSE Program Ongoing 

Monitor funding opportunities for ALP. TSEP Next funding cycle 

Encourage producers’ participation in 
the Agricultural Viability Survey. 

Committee Members Ongoing 

Release final Agricultural Viability Report Committee Members Target September 1 



Assess the need for pesticide 
registration fee increases. 

WSDA Prior to the 2027 
legislative session 

 

Adjournment 

Meeting adjourned at 11:58 AM. 

 


