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Vaccine Advisory Committee (VAC) Meeting 

April 9th, 2026 
 

Chair/Facilitator: 

Dr. Tao Sheng Kwan-Gett Washington State Department of Health  

REPRESENTING:  Name (Preferred name/Pronunciation)  Present  

Managed Care  Dr. John Dunn  Y 

American Indian Health Commission for 
Washington (AIHC)  

Jessica McKee  Y 

Health Care Authority  Korrina Dalke  Y 

National Association of Pediatric Nurses 
(NAPNAP), Washington Chapter  

Dr. Charisse Gumapas, ARNP, DNP  N 

WA Association of Naturopathic Physicians  Dr. Mary Koehnke (Kon-key)  Y 

WA Academy of Family Physicians  
Dr. Gretchen LaSalle (Gretchen La-Sal)  N 

Dr. John Merrill-Steskal (Stes-kel)  Y 

WA Chapter of the   
American Academy of Pediatrics  

Dr. Francis Bell (Frank Bell)  Y 

Dr. Seema Abbasi (Ab-ASEE)  Y 

WA State Association of Local Public Health 
Officials  

Juan Gutierrez Jr  Y 

Meghan (Meg) Lelonek (lel-o-nek)  Y 

Dr.  Jay Miller  Y 

Dr. Mark Larson  Y 

Public Health   
Seattle King County  

Libby Page (Libby Page)  Y 

Internal Medicine and American College of 
Physicians  

Dr. Mary Anderson  Y 

WA State Pharmacy Association  
Dr. Jenny Arnold, PharmD  

Proxy: Mylinh Nguyen 
N 

Y 

Office of Superintendent of Public 
Instruction  

Annie Hetzel  Y 

Childcare Representation (DCYE) Jennifer Helseth  Y 

Seattle Indian Health Board (appointed by 
Urban Indian Health Institute)  

Dr. Maithri Sarangam (M-I-Three Saran-gum)  N 

Northwest Tribal Epidemiology Center / 
Lummi Nation  

Tam Lutz (L-uh-tz)  Y 

American College of Obstetricians and 
Gynecologists  

Dr. Alisa Kachikis (A-lis-a Ka-cheek-as)  N 
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Vaccine Research and Academic Helen chu N 

Student Representative  Magali Sanchez (Muh-Gal-e Sanchez)  Y 

School Nurse  Sarah Kim  N 

Consultants  
Dr. Ed Marcuse  N 

Dr. Beth Harvey  Y 

 

Washington State Department of Health Staff: 

Adriann Jones 

Dr. Jamilia Jones 

Julia Bennett 

Sherry Carlson 

Chess Claire 

Teri Maitri 

Vincent Rodriguez 

   

 

 

Topic Presented Information 

Welcome, 
Announcements, 
Introductions, Land 
Acknowledgement 
 
Tao Kwan-Gett 

Tao Kwan-Gett welcomed the committee members and notified them that packets are 
available.  
 
Introduction of new VAC members: 
 

• Dr. Helen Chu, representing vaccine research and academic 
• Jennifer Helseth,  representing childcare and early learning 
• Jessica McKee, American Indian Health Commission 

 
Tao Kwan-Gett did an overview of the agenda and housekeeping. 
 
Tao Kwan-Gett provided a land acknowledgment and recognition.  
 

Conflict of Interest & 
Approval of Previous 
Meeting Minutes 
 
Adriann Jones 
Tao Kwan-Gett 

Conflict of interest declaration 
• No disclosures of conflict of interest 

 
Tao Kwan-Gett asked committee members to review the minutes from January 8th, 2026.  
Approval of Last Meeting Minutes: 

• Dr. John Dunn motion to approve 
• Dr. Jay Miller seconded motion 
• 1 Abstention (Dr. MyLinh Nguyen as proxy for Dr. Arnold). Remaining members 

approved.  
• Meeting minutes approved 

 
The meeting minutes were approved and will be published on the website. 
 

Public Comment  
Tao Kwan-Gett  

Public Comment 
• First public commenter not present. Second public commenter made the request for 
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VAC to adjust time for public comment to allow for full use of time allotted based on 
number of speakers. Request to lengthen allotted time. Brought attention to recent 
lawsuits. Pointed members to visit React19.org.  

 

Measles Update 
 
Mary Huynh 
Julia Bennet 

Measles Update 
• Provided overview of measles cases in 2026. See slides for details. 
• Ongoing and increased risk of measles importations to WA due to measles activity. 
• Two recent cases with no known exposure raise concern for risk of measles from 

unknown index cases. 
• Provided overview of immunization response activities and upcoming plans. 

Upcoming plans include developing provider and public messaging on measles 
prevention. Sought feedback from VAC members on vaccine messages to include. 

  
 

Immunization 
Roadmap 
 
Chess Claire 

Immunization Roadmap 
• Provided overview of immunization roadmap, which is a DOH agency priority.  
• Collaboration with partners to develop the 4 year strategic roadmap for 

immunization and will contain resources and tactics to support increasing 
immunization uptake for use by partners and DOH 

• Timeline shared (see slide). In April - sharing themes with partners and invite 
comments and feedback. 

• Overview of sources of information used (qualitative research). Open to review 
additional sources of information shared by partners. 

• 5 themes emerged: Vaccine confidence and communications; Equitable access and 
service delivery; Provider support and clinical quality; Data, measurement, and 
interoperability; Sustainable infrastructure, workforce, and policy.  

 
Office of Immunization 
Updates 
 
Jamilia Sherls 

Office of Immunization Updates 
• Provided updates from the Office of Immunization including, Immunization Summit, 

House Bill 2242, latest update on federal ruling for legal case on federal vaccine 
changes, among other updates.  

• Implementation HB2242 is not impacted by the federal rulings. 
• Discussed state's commitment to science-based immunization. Insurance coverage 

and school immunization requirements remain unchanged.  
• Discussed results of DOH statewide provider survey on vaccine confidence. Identified 

largest barriers and what providers need (see slides). 
• New multilingual resource on childhood vaccination and Community Health Worker 

Vaccine Confidence Toolkit now available. 
• RSV season extension through April 30 due to RSV disease extending later this 

season. Reviewed frequently asked questions from slide. 
• A workgroup formed to review respiratory season 2026-2027 season. Opportunities 

to share feedback via survey and suggestions. 
• Immunization Champion Award nomination period open.  

 
CDP Provider 
Confidence 
 
Sherry Carlson 
 

CDP Provider Confidence 
 
Provided overview on recent provider survey conducted to better understand healthcare 
provider confidence in current vaccine recommendations.  
 

VAC Member Report 
Out 
 
VAC Members 

Held time for open discussion and report out by members. Members shared both 
experiences and ideas for needs.  
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Adjourn 
 
Tao Kwan-Gett 

Next VAC is July 9, 2026 

 
 
 


