CODE REVISER USE ONLY

RULE'MAKING ORDER OFFICE OF THE CODE REVISER
PERMANENT RULE ONLY STATE OF WASHINGTON

FILED

DATE: June 12,2026
TIME: 12:12 PM

CR-103P (December 2017)
(Implements RCW 34.05.360) WSR 26-13-062

Agency: Department of Health

Effective date of rule:
Permanent Rules
31 days after filing.
O  Other (specify) (If less than 31 days after filing, a specific finding under RCW 34.05.380(3) is required and should
be stated below)

Any other findings required by other provisions of law as precondition to adoption or effectiveness of rule?
I Yes ®No If Yes, explain:

Purpose: Birthing Centers - Adopting rule language amendments in WAC 246-329-020 and 246-329-055 to incorporate
recently passed legislation concerning accredited birthing centers.

The Department of Health (department) is adopting amendments to its birthing center licensing rules to incorporate recently
passed legislation, Substitute House Bill (SHB) 1824 (chapter 69, Laws of 2025), concerning accredited birthing centers.
Adopted rule amendments also adjust the department’s survey interval from 24 months to 36 months and make other
updates to increase clarity and consistency of rule language.

Citation of rules affected by this order:
New: None
Repealed: None
Amended: WAC 246-329-020 and 246-329-055
Suspended: None

Statutory authority for adoption: RCW 18.46.060 and 43.70.040

Other authority: SHB 1824, codified as RCW 18.46.080

PERMANENT RULE (Including Expedited Rule Making)
Adopted under notice filed as WSR 26-08-039 on March 25, 2026 (date).
Describe any changes other than editing from proposed to adopted version: None

If a preliminary cost-benefit analysis was prepared under RCW 34.05.328, a final cost-benefit analysis is available by
contacting:

Name: John Hilger
Address: PO Box 47852
Olympia, WA 98504-7852
Phone: 360-236-2929
Fax: N/A
TTY: 71
Email: john.hilger@doh.wa.gov
Web site: doh.wa.gov
Other:
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