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MEMBERS PRESENT

Bryan Swanson, DDS, Chair
Carolin Spice, Public Member, Vice Chair
Marlynne Fulton, Public Member
Rayna Strong, DMD

Sarah Khan, DMD

McKinley Rainey, Public Member
Minou Karbakhsch, DDS

Erich Jurges, DDS

Seung Yu, DDS

Ashley Ulmer, DDS

Srinivasa R. Chandra, MD, BDS
Rama Oskouian, DMD

Evelyn Harry, EFDA

MEMBERS ABSENT
Miryam Nossa, EFDA
Nisha Sharoff, DDS
JiChoi, DDS
CheonJoo Yoon, DDS

STAFF PRESENT

Kimberly Sanchez, Executive Director
Bruce Bronoske Jr., Program Manager
Debbie Gardner, Program Manager
Sherri Stratton, Assistant Program
Manager

Catharine Roner-Reiter, Supervising Staff
Attorney

Heather Carter, Assistant Attorney
General

Mikala Lord, Policy Analyst

Sarah Miczynski, Credentialing
Supervisor

Prina Patel, Assistant Attorney General

OPEN SESSION -10:02 a.m.

1. CALLTO ORDER - Bryan Swanson, DDS, Chair

1.1. Introduction of commission members and staff.
e Ms. Gardner introduced commission members and staff.

1.2. Public comment

e Dr. Swanson opened the floor for public comment.

e No public comment received.
1.3. Approval of agenda.



e Dr. Swanson requested amending the agenda to include the addition of the following
items:

e |tem 3.1 - The Commission may discuss its legislative mandate and structure.

e |tem 5.1 —Ms. Roner-Reiter may request Commission approval to serve as the
temporary chair of the DDH Compact Rules Committee.

e |tem 5.2 —The Commission may vote to approve Kim Sanchez, Executive Director, as
the authorized temporary representative for the DDH Compact Commission.

e |tem 11.2 - Correspondence from Dr. Brandon Cooley.

¢ A motion was made to approve the amended agenda.

e The motion was moved and seconded.

e Avote was taken and unanimously passed.

1.4. Approval of June 12, 2026, business meeting minutes.

e Dr. Ulmer requested a typographical correction to Item 5.1, changing “Mr.” to “Ms.”

e A motion was made to approve the June 12, 2026, business meeting minutes with the
typographical correction.

e The motion was moved and seconded.

e Avote was taken and unanimously passed.

. RULES UPDATE

2.1. Chapter 246-817 WAC, Dentist and dental hygienist compact.

e Ms. Gardner shared that the CR-102 process will begin once more information is
available from the Dentist and Dental Hygienist Compact Commission regarding
rulemaking.

2.2. WAC 246-817-135, Dental licensure without examination — Eligibility and

application requirements.

e Ms. Gardner shared that a CR-103 was filed with the Code Reviser as WSR 26-15-042
onJuly 8, 2026.

¢ A notification was sent to interested parties on July 10, 2026; the rule is effective on
August 8, 2026.

2.3. WAC 246-817-160, Graduates of nonaccredited schools.

e Ms. Gardner shared that a CR-101 rule package is under internal review, and

interested parties will be notified once it is filed with the Code Reviser.
2.4. WAC 246-817-120, Examination content.

e Ms. Gardner shared that a CR-103 was filed with the Code Reviser as WSR 26-15-046
onJuly 9, 2026.

e A notification was sent to interested parties on July 13, 2026; the rule becomes
effective on August 9, 2026.

2.5. This WAC 246-817-990, Dentist fees and renewal cycle.

e Ms. Gardner shared that a CR-102 was filed with the Code Reviser as WSR 26-15-045
onJuly 9, 2026.

e The Department of Health will be holding the rules hearing on August 25, 2026.

2.6. WAC 246-817-190, Dental assistant registration.



e Ms. Gardner shared that the CR-101 rule package is currently under internal review,

and interested parties will be notified once it is filed with the Code Reviser.

2.7. Chapter 246-819 WAC, Dental therapists.
e Mr. Bronoske Jr. shared that the CR-102 rule package work will begin soon and

the Dental Therapy Committee will begin holding rules workshops.

3. INDEPENDENT COMMISSION COMMITTEE - Committee meeting held on July 20, 2026 -
Rama Oskouian, DMD, Chair
3.1. The Commission may discuss its legislative mandate and structure.
e Dr. Oskouian provided an update on the presentations the committee received from

the Office of Investigative and Legal Services and Ms. Sanchez.

Ms. Sanchez presented an overview of the potential timeline for reviewing the
Commission’s joint operating agreement (JOA).

Dr. Karbakhsch mentioned the committee’s interest in supporting the idea of
becoming an independent commission and noted that she and Dr. Carsten will
present a JOA review at the next Independent Commission Committee meeting.

Dr. Swanson requested adding a presentation about the JOA review process to a future
business meeting agenda.

4. CONTINUING COMPETENCY COMMITTEE
4.1. Dr. Swanson may provide an update on the Continuing Competency Committee.

Dr. Swanson shared that the review of the Commission’s current bylaws confirmed
that a pro tem member may serve as a standing committee chair and the bylaws do
not differentiate between a governor-appointed commission member versus a
secretary-appointed commission member; therefore, the committee chair can
continue as is currently constituted.

Dr. Swanson provided three options for the Commission to consider: (1) continue with
the current structure of the Continuing Competency Committee, (2) amend the
bylaws to require that a standing committee chair be a governor-appointed
commission member, and (3) Dr. David Carsten, pro tem member, would continue as
a committee member and mentor a commission member who has not yet
experienced a leadership role.

Dr. Karbakhsch volunteered to join the Continuing Competency Committee as
committee chair under the mentorship of Dr. Carsten.

Dr. Swanson reiterated that the Commission’s will was to keep the bylaws as currently
written regarding standing committee chairs.

Dr. Swanson appointed Dr. Karbakhsch as the chair of the Continuing Competency
Committee with mentorship from Dr. Carsten.

5. DENTIST AND DENTAL HYGIENIST COMPACT (DDH COMPACT) - DDH Compact
Commission Meeting held on June 26, 2026 — Catharine Roner-Reiter, Supervising Staff
Attorney



e Ms. Roner-Reiter provided an overview of the DDH Compact Commission meeting and
shared that the clinical assessment draft rule did not pass in the rules hearing due to
opposition that is in favor of a hand skills assessment.

e Ms. Roner-Reiter shared that the DDH Compact Commission is considering funding
options and noted that Oklahoma enacted legislation to join the compact.

e Dr. Ulmer requested that Ms. Roner-Reiter provide the compact funding sources at a
future business meeting.

5.1. Ms. Roner-Reiter may request Commission approval to serve as the temporary chair of
the DDH Compact Rules Committee.

e Ms. Roner-Reiter requested Commission approval to serve as the temporary chair of
the DDH Compact Rules Committee.

e Ms. Roner-Reiter shared that her role as chair would be limited to topics concerning
rules for uniform reporting requirements, fees, joint investigations, and dispute
resolution between compact states.

e A motion was made to approve Ms. Roner-Reiter to serve as the temporary chair of the
DDH Compact Rules Committee for the limited topics.

e The motion was moved and seconded.
e Avote was taken and unanimously passed.
5.2. The Commission may vote to approve Kim Sanchez, Executive Director, as the authorized

temporary representative for the DDH Compact Commission.

¢ Ms. Roner-Reiter asked the Commission to approve Ms. Sanchez as the authorized
temporary representative for the DDH Compact Commission, replacing Mr. Bronoske
Ir.

e A motion was made to approve Ms. Sanchez as the authorized temporary
representative for the DDH Compact Commission.

e The motion was moved and seconded.

e Avote was taken and unanimously passed.

6. INTERPRETIVE STATEMENTS
6.1. The Commission may vote to approve updates to the Dentist Standard of Care —
Radiographs interpretive statement.
e Dr. Swanson asked the Commission and attendees if there were any concerns with
the updates to the Dentist Standard of Care — Radiographs interpretive statement.
e No concerns were noted.
e A motion was made to approve the updates to the Dentist Standard of Care —
Radiographs interpretive statement, as presented.
e The motion was moved and seconded.
e Avote was taken and unanimously passed.
6.2. The Commission may review updates to the Dentist — Sleep Dentistry interpretive
statement.



10.

e Ms. Gardner informed the Commission that the Dentist — Sleep Dentistry interpretive
statement needed further review, and it will be brought back at the September 4,
2026, business meeting.

GUIDANCE DOCUMENT
7.1. The Commission may review the Dental Assistant Registration for Minors guidance
document.

e Ms. Gardner shared that the Commission voted to approve interim guidance for Dental
Assistant Registration for Minors at the June 12, 2026, business meeting, presented
the guidance document, and noted that it would be sent to the Commission’s
interested parties list.

2025-2027 BUSINESS PLAN - Kim Sanchez, Executive Director
8.1. The Commission may review Goal #1 in the 2025-2027 Business Plan.

e Ms. Sanchez provided the Commission with a presentation about the objectives in
Goal #1 of the 2025-2027 Business Plan and answered questions from Commission
members.

e Dr. Swanson suggested creating an ad hoc committee to review the business plan.

¢ A motion was made to approve the formation of an ad hoc committee to review the
Commission’s business plan.

e The motion was moved and seconded.

e Avote was taken and unanimously passed.

e Mr. Rainey, Dr. Swanson, Dr. Ulmer, Dr. Chandra, and Dr. Karbakhsch volunteered to
join the ad hoc committee.

e Dr. Ulmer volunteered to chair the committee.

WASHINGTON DENTAL COMMISSION BYLAWS
9.1. Ms. Sanchez may discuss a potential review process of the Commission’s current
bylaws.
e Dr. Swanson assigned the bylaws review process to the newly formed ad hoc
committee.

REGIONAL/NATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS - The Commission may vote to approve sending
Commission and staff members to upcoming meetings.
10.1. American Association of Dental Administrators (AADA) — Annual Meeting, October 14-
15, 2026, National Harbor, Maryland
e Ms. Gardner asked the Commission to approve travel of two staff members to
attend the AADA Annual Meeting.
10.2. American Board of Dental Examiners (ADEX) — Annual Meeting, October 15-17, 2026,
National Harbor, Maryland
e Ms. Gardner asked the Commission to approve travel for Dr. Sharoff to attend the
ADEX Annual Meeting, with Mr. Rainey or Dr. Ulmer as backups.



Ms. Gardner asked the Commission to approve travel of two staff members to attend
the ADEX Annual Meeting.

10.3. American Association of Dental Boards (AADB) — Annual Meeting, October 17-18,
2026, National Harbor, Maryland

10.4.

Ms. Gardner asked the Commission to approve travel for Dr. Sharoff to attend the
ADEX and AADB Annual Meetings since they are at the same location; if Dr. Sharoff
cannot attend the AADB meeting, Mr. Rainey will attend, and Dr. Ulmer will be the
backup.

There was a motion to collectively approve travel for two staff members to attend the
AADB and ADEX Annual Meetings and for Dr. Sharoff to attend the ADEX and AADB
meetings, if available for both, with Mr. Rainey and Dr. Ulmer as backups.

Washington State Dental Association (WSDA) — 2026 WSDA House of Delegates,
September 17-19, 2026, Spokane, Washington

Dr. Swanson shared that Dr. Yoon volunteered to represent the Commission at the
2026 WSDA House of Delegates.

Dr. Ulmer and Dr. Karbakhsch plan to attend as delegates and offered to co-present
with Dr. Yoon.

A motion was made to approve travel for Dr. Yoon to be the Commission’s
representative at the 2026 WSDA House of Delegates.

The motion was moved and seconded.

A vote was taken and unanimously passed.

11. CORRESPONDENCE
Correspondence from Dr. Hemamalini Chandrashekhar.

11.1.

Ms. Carter discussed the delegation of duties to dental assistants and scope of
practice as it relates to low-level laser therapy and therapeutic ultrasound.

Ms. Carter noted that invasive procedures are prohibited in statute for dental
assistants.

Dr. Swanson facilitated a discussion with the Commission regarding scope of
practice for dental assistants and adjunctive therapies.

The Commission determined that low-level laser therapy and therapeutic ultrasound
are not duties that can be delegated to dental assistants.

Ms. Carter suggested that the Commission write a letter stating that laser therapy
and ultrasound devices are not listed as acts that can be delegated to dental
assistants and cite the corresponding rule.

The Commission discussed adjunctive therapies and whether they fall under the
practice of dentistry and may assign these treatment modalities to be further
reviewed at the committee level.

Dr. Swanson suggested (1) writing a letter in response to this correspondence with
Ms. Carter’s recommendations and (2) sending the topic of adjunctive therapies to
the Continuing Competency Committee for further review.

Ms. Gardner will send a letter in response to the correspondence on behalf of the
Commission.



e Ms. Gardner suggested considering creating a new committee to review scope of
practice topics and to ease the workload of the Continuing Competency Committee
and offered to include this correspondence for further review when a committee is
formed.

e Dr. Swanson asked for the formation of a new committee to be added to the next
business meeting agenda.

. Correspondence from Dr. Brandon Cooley.

e The Commission discussed various routes of administration for reversal agents and
the typical reversal agent for benzodiazepines, flumazenil.

e Dr. Carsten noted that if a reversal agent is available, the standard of care is to have it
on hand.

e Dr. Yu shared that although flumazenil is only FDA-approved (U.S. Food and Drug
Administration) for intravenous (IV) administration, it is appropriate to use it off-label
and administer it intramuscularly (IM) in emergencies.

e The Commission concluded that flumazenil may be administered as a reversal agent
for benzodiazepines via the IM route of administration and asked Ms. Gardner to
write a letter in response to the correspondence.

e Ms. Gardner offered to create an FAQ for this topic.

e There is a motion to draft an FAQ regarding minimal sedation and the reversal agent
for flumazenil.

e The motion was moved and seconded.

e Avote was taken and unanimously passed.

12. OTHER

12.1.

12.2.

12.3.

Ms. Sanchez may provide an update about the Commission’s name change.

e Ms. Sanchez informed the Commission that the name change concept paper will not
be included as part of the Department of Health’s legislative agenda.

e Ms. Sanchez suggested consulting with the policy team to create the name change
document again with any necessary changes.

The Commission may review the Delegation of Decision-Making document.

e Ms. Carter reviewed the Delegation of Decision-Making document.

A motion was made to reapprove the Delegation of Decision-Making document with

no changes.

e The motion was moved and seconded.

e Avote was taken and unanimously passed.

The Commission may review the Delegation of Signature Authority document.

e Ms, Carter reviewed the Delegation of Signature Authority document.

o A motion was made to reapprove the Delegation of Signature Authority document
with no changes.

e The motion was moved and seconded.

e Avote was taken and unanimously passed.



13. FUTURE BUSINESS

e No future business was discussed.

14. ADJOURN

e The meeting was adjourned at 12:05 p.m.
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