
VACCINE DEVELOPMENT & 
SAFETY
Parents want to do what is best for their kids so it’s normal to have questions about why healthcare 
providers know vaccines are safe.
Vaccines are approved through a long process of licensing and then side effects are continuously monitored 
to keep your child safe. This is managed by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA), which is a federal agency 
that regulates vaccine safety. Independent scientific public health experts sit on the FDA’s vaccine committee.
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During a pandemic, the government can speed up the funding and paperwork process and allow for vaccines to 
be approved more quickly. This is how the COVID-19 vaccine was able to be developed and administered swiftly.

Who monitors the safety of vaccines?
Like any FDA approved medication there are ongoing studies to monitor for side 
effects. Vaccines have extra precautions in place. The FDA and CDC work together 
to study of safety and efficacy, investigate adverse events and monitor vaccine 
production for product purity and potency. They run several national programs to 
monitor post vaccine safety on a very large scale. Examples include:

•	 The Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting System (VAERS) to which anyone can 
report concern over administration adverse effect.

•	 The Clinical Immunization Safety Assessment project (CISA) which partners 
CDC with medical research centers to specifically examine vaccine-related 
health risks in certain populations. 

•	 The Vaccine Safety Datalink (VSD) links CDC and health centers for proactive 
data monitoring.

Scan to watch 
“Are Vaccines 

Safe?” produced 
by Boost Oregon

We acknowledge the historical trauma faced by communities of color at the hand of the medical community under 
the guise of medical research. As a medical community, we work diligently and humbly to regain this trust.
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