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WHAT’S THE HARM IN TREATING
) ASYMPTOMATIC BACTERIURIA (ASB)? O
O For Clinicians O

gy BENEFITS g

e Studies show no significant  Antibiotics can cause Signiﬁcant
benefits. Treating ASB does not side effects, including C. difficile

improve average behavioral scores, infection, confusion, nausea, and
mortality, or sepsis risk. diarrhea.

e Treatmentis beneficialin 2 By treating ASB, clinicians can miss

situations: pregnancy and prior to the true cause of the patient’s
some invasive urological symptoms.

procedures.
Treating ASB may cause resistant

organisms and increase the risk of
urinary tract infections.

Source: Nicolle L et al. Clin Infect Dis. 2019 May 2:68(10):1611-1615
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This document is intended to provide guidance and does not replace clinical judgement. To request this document in another format, call 1-800-525-
0127. Deaf or hard of hearing customers, please call 711 (Washington Relay) or email doh.information@doh.wa.gov.
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