
STATE OF WASHINGTON 
 DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 

Prevention and Community Health 
Post Office Box 47830 

Olympia, Washington 98504-7830 
711 Washington Relay Service  

August 26, 2026 

Greetings Honorable Tribal Leaders and Tribal Partners, 

SUBJECT: Invitation for Collaboration - Maternal and Child Health Funding Opportunity 

In accordance with chapter 43.376 RCW, the Washington State Centennial Accord of 1989, and DOH Consultation 
and Collaboration Procedure, Washington State Department of Health (WA-DOH) is writing to inform you of a 
funding opportunity and invite your collaboration on reviewing funding applications. 

Tribes, Native Organizations, Urban Indian Organizations, and partnerships between these groups can apply for 
funding provided through the Washington State Department of Health (WA-DOH) using federal Maternal and 
Child Health Block Grant funds. Grants will range from $200,000 to $400,000 per year for a two-year funding 
period.  

The Request for Applications (RFA) and other important information will be posted on the Washington State 
Maternal and Child Health Block Grant website when they are available. We expect the Request for Applications 
to open on Tuesday, August 18, 2026. The funding will support projects that improve the health and well-being of 
Tribal mothers, babies, children, and teens. This includes programs for children with special health care needs and 
efforts to improve health during pregnancy, childbirth, and the time after birth. 

Tribal community members who would like to help review applications are encouraged to contact Alexander 
Padilla, Operations Manager in the Office of Family and Community Health Improvement, at 
alexander.padilla@doh.wa.gov to express their interest in serving on the review committee. To be eligible, 
reviewers cannot have a professional connection to any Tribe or organization that is applying for funding. 

Please direct your written comments or requests for additional information to Mary Myhre, Maternal and Child 
Health Block Grant Coordinator, MCHBGpubliccomment@doh.wa.gov , or the Office of Tribal Public Health and 
Relations at OTPHR@doh.wa.gov  

Sincerely, 

Michele Roberts MPH, MCHES   
Assistant Secretary, Division of Prevention and Community Health 

Cc: Dennis E. Worsham, Secretary of Health, WA-DOH 
Jessica Todorovich, Chief of Staff, Office of the Secretary, WA-DOH 
Kristin Peterson, Chief, Office of Government and Community Affairs, WA-DOH  
Candice Wilson–Quatz'tenaut (Lummi), Executive Director, OTPHR, WA-DOH   
Lacy Fahrenbach-Marosfalvy, Chief or Prevention, Office of Prevention, Safety, and Health WA-DOH 
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