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PREPROPOSAL STATEMENT 

OF INQUIRY 

CODE REVISER USE ONLY 
 

 

CR-101 (October 2017) 
(Implements RCW 34.05.310) 

Do NOT use for expedited rule making 

Agency: Department of Health 

Subject of possible rule making: Substance Use Disorder Professionals and Substance Use Disorder Professional 
Trainees - Trauma-Informed Care, Education, International Applicants, and Other Updates 
 
The Department of Health (department) is opening chapter 246-811 WAC, Substance Use Disorder Professionals (SUDP) 
and Substance Use Disorder Professional Trainees, to consider amending, creating, and repealing rule sections. The 
department will consider topics including, but not limited to, adding trauma-informed care to the continuing education and 
professional competency requirements; updates to education standards; documentation requirements; and how 
applicants with foreign education or experience become certified. 
 
Additionally, the department may consider other topics raised by the Substance Use Disorder Certification Advisory 
Committee, the department, or members of the public. 
 

Statutes authorizing the agency to adopt rules on this subject: RCW 18.205.060, 18.205.090, 18.205.100, 
18.122.050  

Reasons why rules on this subject may be needed and what they might accomplish:  
 
The department approved a 2026 petition requesting that the department add trauma-informed care to the continuing 
education and professional competency requirements for SUDPs. By opening this rulemaking, the department intends to 
explore this subject and seek feedback from the professional community about appropriate next steps. 
 
Additionally, the department plans to review educational requirements, particularly topics listed in WAC 246-811-030(3). 
Over the past few years, numerous interested parties and other state agencies have recommended updating the 
educational topics required for an SUDP or trainee. While the current list includes topics foundational to addiction studies, 
it may be appropriate to add, remove, or streamline the list to more accurately reflect current addiction studies best 
practices and the educational needs of the profession. 
 
Finally, the department will be discussing other topics, including documentation requirements, how applicants with foreign 
education or experience become certified, and opportunities to streamline rules or agency requirements.  
 

Identify other federal and state agencies that regulate this subject and the process coordinating the rule with 
these agencies: None 

Process for developing new rule (check all that apply): 

☐  Negotiated rule making 

☐  Pilot rule making 

☐ Agency study 

☒ Other (describe)   Collaborative rulemaking 

    

Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the new rule and formulation of the proposed rule 
before publication by contacting: 

 (If necessary) 

Name: Claire Wilson Name:   
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Address:  PO Box 47852 Olympia WA 98504-7852 Address:  

Phone: 564-669-0392 Phone:  

Fax: N/A Fax:  

TTY: 711 TTY:  

Email: claire.wilson@doh.wa.gov Email:  

Web site: www.doh.wa.gov  Web site:  

Other:  Other:  

Additional comments: Interested parties can participate in drafting the proposed rules. The department will be conducting 

rules workshops with interested parties and subject matter experts. The department will use the Substance Use Disorder 

Professionals email list to inform interested parties of opportunities to provide input on proposed rule language.  
  
To subscribe, please go to https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WADOH/subscriber/new. After signing in, please click 

open the box labeled “Health Systems Quality Assurance.” Next click open the box labeled “Health Professions” and then 

click on the professions to which you wish to subscribe. You may check the box next to one or more of the other 

professions listed to receive information related to that specific profession.  
     

Date: August 17, 2026 

 

Name: Todd Mountin, PMP for Dennis E. Worsham 
 

Title: Deputy Chief of Policy for Secretary of Health 

Signature: 
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