
Playgrounds and Flooding
Flooding at playgrounds can cause health and safety concerns. Soil and other surfaces may hold onto 
germs or chemicals that can cause illnesses.  Surfacing material can break down or wash away, which can 
increase the risk of serious injury to children.

Playgrounds impacted by flooding should be closed until all debris is cleared and equipment, toys, and 
surfaces are appropriately cleaned or replaced. K-12 schools should consult with their local health 
department for support with these efforts.

Follow these recommendations:
Prevent children from using the playground.
• Use temporary fencing or caution tape to block the playground.
• Post signs stating, ‘Do not use playground.’

Remove and discard debris.
• Check with your local waste disposal authority on throwing away debris.
• Follow disposal requirements for surfacing material, play equipment, or other items being removed.

Clean, rinse, disinfect, and rinse again.
• Remove and discard porous playground materials, such as equipment ropes and climbing nets, that could  
   absorb harmful germs or chemicals.
• Follow the playground manufacturer’s recommendations for cleaning and disinfecting. Some  
   manufacturers do not recommend power washers, pressure washers, or certain chemicals as they may  
   cause further damage.
   • Clean:
	 • Use a brush with mild soap or detergent and water.
	 • Clean play equipment and surfacing that is smooth, continuous, and undamaged.
   • Rinse with clean water.
   • Disinfect after cleaning and rinsing.
	 • Follow instructions on the chemical label for disinfection. See EPA-Registered Disinfectants – 
	    Directions for Use.
	 • Thoroughly apply the disinfectant to surfaces and allow it to air dry.
   • Rinse again to remove the chemical disinfectant.

https://doh.wa.gov/about-us/washingtons-public-health-system/washington-state-local-health-jurisdictions
https://doh.wa.gov/about-us/washingtons-public-health-system/washington-state-local-health-jurisdictions
https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/selected-epa-registered-disinfectants#use
https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/selected-epa-registered-disinfectants#use


Replace surface material.
• Remove and replace loose-fill playground surface material.  
   This includes sand, pea gravel, wood chips and mulch, engineered  
   wood fiber, loose rubber tiles, and other loose fill material.
• Check with your local health department for guidance and possible plan 
   review requirements when making changes to your playground.
• Remove and replace all surfaces that appear damaged.
• When replacing surface material, new material must meet standards  
   of ADA Standards for Accessible Design (2010).

Before reopening:
• Evaluate the playground and perform any other maintenance.
• Have a Certified Playground Safety Inspector (CPSI) inspect the  
   playground.
• Contact a qualified technician to perform a surface impact attenuation  
   test, or drop test, for new or reused surfacing material. Make sure it  
   meets ASTM standards. This test measures how well a surface protects  
   children from injury due to falls.  
• Ensure your playground meets the standards set in the Consumer Product Safety Commission Public  
   Playground Safety Handbook.
• Follow CDC guidance for reopening outdoor public spaces after flooding.
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