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	Additional information on Pneumonic Plague
	[insert your logo here]


Immediate action

· Stay at home, tune to radio or television for instructions.

· Do NOT go to an emergency room unless you are sick.

· If needed, you will be told where to go for treatment.

· Begin prescribed antibiotics as soon as possible.

· Infected persons should be isolated.

· Health officials may ask you to wear a mask over your nose and mouth when you go out.
Treatment

· National and state public health officials have large supplies of drugs that can be sent anywhere in the United States within 12 hours.

· Rapid use of antibiotics is effective.

· You should use antibiotics to prevent or treat plague only under the direction of your health care provider or local health department. If an exposed person becomes ill, antibiotics must be administered within 24 hours of their first symptoms to reduce the risk of death.

· The bacterium will survive in the environment for up to one hour and is easily destroyed by heat, sunlight, or bleach.

· Do NOT drink bleach or use directly on skin.

Precautions
· If you believe you have been intentionally exposed to pneumonic plague, you should contact law enforcement officials immediately.
· Emergency management teams will let you know if you need to evacuate the area. 

· Self-isolation will protect you and your family from contagious diseases.

· Stay in your area so you do not kick up dust.

· Cover your mouth with a handkerchief or clothing.

· If a letter or package is the source of the biological material, close the doors and windows of the room where the source is located and turn off air conditioning, heating, and fans.

Working with infected people

· Masks should be worn at all times when dealing with infected people.

· Infected persons should be isolated and medically supervised for at least 48 hours.

· Family members or other people who have had close contact with an infected person can greatly reduce the chance of becoming sick if they begin taking antibiotics (within seven days of their exposure) for seven days. 

· People having direct and close contact with someone with pneumonic plague should wear tightly fitting disposable surgical masks. 

