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Purpose

Modify the hospital 
licensing rules

Consider the 2018 
FGI Guidelines

Open chapter 246-320 
WAC

Construction 
standards only

Section 500-600

New edition

National standard

Current WAC 
references 2014 
edition
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Background

Until 2008, DOH wrote 
it’s own hospital 
construction 
standard.
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Background

1940s 1980s 1990s 2001 2008
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Background
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WEBINAR: Major Updates to the 2018 FGI

September 5th, 2018



These states adopt 
or refer to the FGI 
Guidelines as a 
minimum standard 
for the design and 
construction of 
healthcare facilities.

FGI Guidelines
use in the US

Guidelines 39

Equivalency 4

Write their own 7
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Rule Development process

Rule Proposal Rule Adoption

1 2 3
Rule Inquiry

Public 
Input 
Phase
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1st Draft 
Published Submit 

Proposals
September 21

Public Workshop
Meeting 1

October 1

Submit
Comments
Mid November

Public Workshop 
Meeting 2
December 5

Report on
Proposals
Mid October

Report on
Comments

Late December

1
Rule Inquiry1st Draft 

Published
Late August



Submit Proposals
Any interested part may 
submit a written proposal to 
modify the draft.

Deadline for proposals is 
September 21, 2018.

1
Rule Inquiry



Proposal Form
Complete all sections
• Contact info
• Proposal 

added text
deleted text

• Substantiation
• Cost impacts

1
Rule Inquiry



Public Workshop #1
• October 1, 2018
• Proposals create the 

agenda

• Provide feedback
(verbal or written)

• Advisory opinion

Report on Proposals

1
Rule Inquiry
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1st Draft 
Published
Late August

Submit 
Proposals

September 21
Public Workshop

Meeting 1
October 1

Submit
Comments
Mid November 

Public Workshop 
Meeting 2
December 5

Report on
Proposals
Mid October

Report on
Comments

Late December

1
Rule Inquiry



Submit comments

1
Rule Inquiry

Any interested party may 
submit a written comment on 
a previous proposal.

Ideally, we focus on previous 
comments.

Can submit new information



Public Workshop #2
• December 5, 2018
• Comments create the 

agenda

• Provide feedback
(verbal or written)

• Advisory opinion

Report on Comments

1
Rule Inquiry
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1st Draft 
Published
Late August

Submit 
Proposals

September 21
Public Workshop

Meeting 1
October 1

Submit
Comments

Mid November
Public Workshop 

Meeting 2
December 5

Report on
Proposals
Mid October

Report on
Comments

Late December

1
Rule Inquiry
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Three Phases of Rule Development

Rule Proposal Rule Adoption

1 2 3
Rule Inquiry
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Internal 
DOH Review

Mid-August

DOH files 
Proposed Rule

Early Spring 2019
Public Workshop

Meeting 3
Mid Spring

Late Winter 2019

12
Rule Proposal



Public Workshop #3
• Proposed rule is the 

agenda

• Provide feedback
(verbal or written)

12
Rule Proposal



Washington State Department of Health | 21

Three Phases of Rule Development

Rule Proposal Rule Adoption

1 2 3
Rule Inquiry
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Review 
Outcome of 
Workshop #3 DOH files 

Final Rule
Late Spring 2019

31 Day Waiting 
Period

3
3Rule Adoption

Mid Spring 2019

Rule Effective
Summer 2019
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Construction 
Review Website
www.doh.wa.gov/crs

Listserv (GovDelivery)
• Sept 5th webinar
• Updates
Rules Development page
• Rule proposal form
• Rules Comment form
• Contacts



1
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Facility 
Guidelines 
Institute 
www.fgiguidelines.org

History
Major Revisions 
commentary
Errata
News
Link to Online version
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Free access to 
the 2018 FGI

Two Options:

1. Limited Site license 
• 6 months 
• Read only
• Few concurrent users
• Contact CRS for details

2. Free site:   www.fgireadonly.madcad.com
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Contacts

CRS main phone line (360) 236-2944

John Williams john.williams@doh.wa.gov

Susan Upton susan.upton@doh.wa.gov

Marlei LaChance marlei.lachance@doh.wa.gov



Questions?


