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IMPORTANT PRACTICE REMINDER

By law, Washington state licensed midwives are required to have a written plan for
o . consultation with other health care providers. RCW 18.50.108. The midwife may
Licensing Statistics ) . . ,
HEAL WA F consult with a wide range of licensed health care providers as needed for the care

; ces of the patient; including, but not limited to, the following: more experienced
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Charting physicians, etc.

Renewal Requirements
However, in the event of “significant deviations from normal in either the mother

ot the newborn” during the midwife’s care or assessment of the patients, the
midwife is legally required to consult with a physician. RCW 18.50.010.
Consultation with no other licensed professional will meet this duty to consult.

License Statistics
(as of May 2019)

Licensed / What is the HEAL-WA fee and

Pending Midwives
why do I have to pay it?
Licensed 181
Pending 12 Washington state law requires members of certain professions to pay an annual fee
to use an online healthcare resources library through the University of Washing-

ton’s HEAL-WA portal at HEALWA.org. The portal gives access to professional
journals, research and other clinical information at lower costs than practitioners
would pay for these resources individually.

Committee Members The law doesn’t allow individual licensees to opt out of paying the HEAL-WA fee.
Kat Barron, LM Also, the law doesn’t allow people in other professions to pay the fee to gain ac-
Alex Hamling, MD cess to the HEAL-WA portal.
Robin DeRegt, MD Starting in 2012, some practitioners who hold licenses in multiple professions
Karen Swift, CNM began paying only one HEAL-WA fee instead of two or more fees as in years past.
Vivianne Fischer, LM
April Haugen, LM . . . . .
Margaret Ostervold, Public Midwifery Advisory Committee Meeting Dates
Member

The remaining meeting dates for the Midwifery Advisory
Committee are September 11, 2019 and December 4, 2019, both

He alt on the program’s webpage.

%, Wislingon St Deprment o will be held in Kent. Updated meeting information can be found


https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=18.50.108
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=18.50.010
http://www.doh.wa.gov/LicensesPermitsandCertificates/ProfessionsNewReneworUpdate/Dentist/CommissionInformation.aspx
https://heal-wa.org/
https://heal-wa.org/
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=wa+state+summer+scenery&view=detailv2&&id=112F1FFFC1F551E7F9D88C65F904FDD93CEA89CC&selectedIndex=56&ccid=h33YABII&simid=608045423153187276&thid=OIP.M877dd80012081793c0d8402e38a8dda0o0
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=wa+state+summer+scenery&view=detailv2&&id=186527B95CB4B025281EAF076B49B51417444A1F&selectedIndex=66&ccid=rE%2f6zPDT&simid=608005162137880438&thid=OIP.Mac4ffaccf0d318c940ab87aa6c3c930eH0
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=wa+state+summer+scenery&view=detailv2&&id=3EA40AEC1C205888400E9A2D33F3119E327D025D&selectedIndex=167&ccid=ZnbMgjZM&simid=607998947318173601&thid=OIP.M6676cc82364c45cdd8ed1bffbe3a5193o0
https://www.doh.wa.gov/LicensesPermitsandCertificates/ProfessionsNewReneworUpdate/Midwife/CommitteeMeetings
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Why do I need to chart?

Charts are legal medical records that communicate crucial information. Accurate
charting is critical to evaluating the patient’s health status, and to determine future
care, treatment methods and reimbursement. Good record keeping helps to improve
client outcomes by facilitating shared care among other health care pro-

fessionals and facilitating continuity of care. These records also document
the management of all aspects of midwifery care. — 7‘\

Often during Department of Health investigations, charts are found to
have missing, incomplete, or illegible information; including:

e documenting assessments including vital signs through all phases of
care

e treatment and care decisions

e informed choice discussions including phone conversations

e compliance with the standards of practice of midwifery

As with every aspect of quality patient care, if it is not charted, there’s no
legal record of it.

Remember, records represent the care that was delivered, and may become the basis
for evidence of care in an investigation. Make your charts a complete and easy-to-
read record.

Renewal Requirements and Fees

e Submit the Consultation, Emergency Transfer and Transport form. You may fill this form out
electronically online or download, print and mail it in.

e Data submission on all courses of care for every mother and newborn
under your care to a department-approved research organization. The
department-approved research organizations are Midwives Alliance of
North American (MANA stats) and American Association of Birth Cen-

ters (AABCQC).

e DParticipation in a peer review program. At least five clinical cases every

two years are required. R eq u i rements

e Thirty hours of continuing education (CE) every three years:
¢ A minimum of 25 hours must be directly related to the clinical
practice of midwifery.
¢ Any remaining hours may be in professional development activities that enhance the practice
of the licensed midwife.
A licensed midwife shall obtain CE hours through one or more of the categories listed in WAC 246-
834-355. Documentation for all activities must include licensee's name, date of activity, and number of
hours.

The current renewal fee is $541, which includes the $16 fee to access the University of Washington
HEAIL-WA health resources website.



http://mana.org/research/mana-stats
http://mana.org/research/mana-stats
http://www.birthcenters.org/
http://www.birthcenters.org/
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-834
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-834

