STATE OF WASHINGTON
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
MEDICAL QUALITY ASSURANCE COMMISSION

In the Matter of the License to Practice

as a Physician and Surgeon of: Master Case No. M2016-1084
JOHNNY B. DELASHAW, JR., MD EX PARTE ORDER OF SUMMARY
License No. MD00023061 SUSPENSION

Respondent.

COMMISSION PANEL: Warren Howe, M.D., Chair
Robert Small, M.D.
Mimi Winslow, J.D., Public Member

PRESIDING OFFICER: Matthew R. Herington; Health Law Judge

This matter came before the Medical Quality Assurance Commission (Commisson)
on May 5, 2017, on an Ex Parte Motion for Surﬁmary Action (Motion) brought by the Office
of the Attorney General. The Commission issued a Statement of Charges alleging
Respondent violated RCW 18.130.180 (4). After reviewing the Statement of Charges,
Motion, and supporting evidence, the Commission grants the motion. Respondent’s
license to practice as a physician and surgeon is SUSPENDED pending further action.

l. FINDINGS OF FACT

1.1 Johnny B. Delashaw, Jr. (Respondent), is a physician and surgeon
licensed by the state of Washington at all times applicable to this matter.

1.2 The Commission issued a Statement of Charges alleging Respondent
violated RCW 18.130.180 (4). The Statement of Charges was accompanied by all other

documents required by WAC 246-11-250.
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1.3 As set'forth in the allegations in the Statement of Charges, as well as the
Motion, Respondent’s behavior towards hospital staff in and out of the operating room
was extremely disruptive and below the standard of care. This disruptive behaVior
includes yelling, swearing, shaking and pointing his finger at others, and making
threatening movements towards staff. Respondent stifted the vital free flow of thoughts,
comments, and observations by the surgical team in the operating room in regards to
patients and their care. Respondent’s yelling, threatening, and sarcastic comments in
response to the operating team's statements before, during, and after surgery
suppressed oversight and caused the operating team to keep their thoughts and
observations to themselves, thereby creating an increased risk of patient harm.

1.4 As set forth in the allegations in the Statement of Charges, as well as the
Motion, Respondent further impacted patient safety by discouraging staff from reporting
mistakes, oversights, and non-procedural events to the hospital administration. By
discouraging these reports, Respondent was ensuring that mistakes and oversights
were not tracked and that no corrective or remedial action could be taken fo support
patient care. Due to the disruptive. and toxic atmosphere surrounding Respondent,
many staff members resigned. or transferred from the hospital, including a number of
long-term, highly experienced nurses. This loss of experienced personnel put patients
at risk as there were newer, inexperienced staff on duty without experienced staff on
hand to help train them.

1.5 The above allegations, supported by the Declaration of Health Care
Investigator in Support of Motion for Summary Action together with the attached exhibit,
justify the determination of immediate da.nger in this case and a decision to immediately

suspend the credential until a hearing on the matter is held.
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[Il. CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

2.1 The Commission has jurisdiction over Respondent’'s credential to practice
as a physician and a surgeon. RCW 18.130.040.

22 The Commission has authority to take emergency adjudicative action to
address an immediaté threat to the public health and safety. RCW 18.130.050(8) and
18.130.135. |

2.3 The Findings of Fact establish the existence of an immediate threat to the
public health and safety if Respondent has an unrestricted credential. The Findings of
Fact establish that the requested summary action is necessary and adequately
addresses the threat to public health and safety.

Il. ORDER

3.1 Based on the Findings of Fact and the Conclusions of Law, it is
ORDERED that Respondent's license to practice'as a physician and surgeon is
SUMMARILY SUSPENDED pending further disciplinary proceedings by the
Commission.

3.2 ltis HEREBY ORDERED that a protective order in this case is GRANTED.
RCW 34.05.446(1) and WAC 246-1 1-400(2) and (5). This Protective Order prohibits the
release of health care information outside of these proceedings. Unless required by
law, anyone involved in these proceedings must keep confidential and not disclose
health care information obtained through these proceedings. Health care information

includes information in any form “that identifies or can readily be associated with the
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identity of a patient and directly relates to the patient's health care.”

RCW 70.02.010(16). The parties may share the information with their attorney, if any.
Dated thi SH\ ‘jayofMay,ZOﬁ.
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WARREN HOWE, M.D.
PANEL CHAIR

For more information, visit our Web site al Ltip://www.doh. wa, gov/hearinus.

EX PARTE ORDER CF SUMMARY SUSPENSION PAGE 4 OF 4
Master Case No. M2016-1084




