


The Arrogance of Authority  
  
     

A DEA officer stopped at a Texas ranch and talked with an old rancher. He told the 
rancher, "I need to inspect your ranch for illegally grown drugs."  The rancher said, "Okay , but don't go in that 
field over there…". The DEA officer verbally exploded saying, " Mister, I have the authority of the Federal 
Government with me !" Reaching into his pants pocket, he removed his badge and proudly displayed it to the 
rancher.  "See this badge?!  This badge means I am allowed to go wherever I wish... On any land !!   No questions 
asked or answers given!!  Have I made myself clear...do you understand ?!!"  The rancher nodded politely, 
apologized, and went about his chores.  A short time later, the old rancher heard loud screams, looked up, and  
   saw the DEA officer running for his life, being chased by the rancher's big  
   bull. 

With every step the bull was gaining ground on the officer, and it seemed 
likely that he'd sure enough get gored before he reached safety.  The officer 
was clearly terrified. The rancher threw down his tools, ran to the fence and 
yelled at the top of his lungs.....    
             
 "Your badge, show him your BADGE... ! !"  
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What is the  
Kitsap Conservation District? 
 We are a legal subdivision of state 

government that administers programs to 
conserve natural resources.  

 Through voluntary cooperation with 
agricultural landowners, we promote Best 
Management Practices that benefit both 
the environment & the landowner. 

 We coordinate technical assistance & cost 
share incentives to encourage good 
stewardship of our natural resources. 

We are non-regulatory! 



 Landowner 
cooperation 

 Interagency 
partnerships 

 Multi-source funding 
 Non-regulatory 

technical assistance 
 Start-to-finish project 

development 

 How Do We Get Things Done? 



FARM PLANNING 
 Inventory the site – soil, water, animals, 

plants, people, air. 
 Identify resource concerns. 
 Make recommendations for addressing those 

concerns. 
 The farm plan is a living document created 

with the landowner’s specific goals in mind. 



 Agricultural Best Management 
Practices (BMPs) are practical, cost-
effective actions that agricultural 
businesses can use to reduce 
pesticides, fertilizers, animal waste 
and other pollutants entering our 
water resources. 

 BMPs are designed to protect or 
improve water quality while 
maintaining or even enhancing 
agricultural production 

Best Management Practices (BMPs) 
 



Livestock Exclusion 
Fencing 

Most obvious improvement. 

Most likely to qualify for cost share assistance. 

Usually required by Critical Area Codes. 

This practice facilitates the 

accomplishment of conservation 

objectives by providing a means to 

control movement of animals and 

people, including vehicles. 



Livestock Waste Transfer 

Very common resource concern where 
contaminated runoff is entering road ditches. 
 Waste Transfer is a system using 

structures, conduits, or equipment to 
convey byproducts (wastes) from 
agricultural operations to points of usage 
or treatment.  In this case - Filter strip. 

Filter Strip 



Waste Storage 
Facility 

 Prevents manure laden runoff from 

leaving property. 

 Preserves valuable nutrients in manure 

from leaching into ground water.  

 Provides soil amendments for local 

gardeners. 

 

 

Temporarily store wastes - manure, 
wastewater, and contaminated runoff - as 
a storage function component of an 
agricultural waste management system.  



Waste Storage 
Facility 



Heavy Use Area Protection 

Confinement fencing 

Gutters and down spouts 

Reduce mud on farms.  Muddy conditions creates 

unhealthy conditions for livestock and increase the 

potential for pollutants to enter nearby streams and 

infiltrate into the ground water. 

Mud Management 



Heavy Use Area 
Protection 

 

  
Very common source of polluted runoff. 

Extremely important for livestock health. 

To provide a stable, non-eroding 
surface for areas frequently used 
by animals, people or vehicles. 



Heavy Use Area 
Protection 

Before 

After 



Heavy Use Area  
Protection 

Before 

After 



Heavy Use Area 
Protection 

Before 

After 



Diversion 

  

 Divert water away from farmsteads, 

agricultural waste systems, and other 

improvements.  

 Intercept surface and shallow 

subsurface flow.  

 

 

A channel generally constructed 
across the slope with a supporting 
ridge on the lower side.  



Pasture Renovation 
Establishing adapted and compatible native and 
introduced species, varieties, or cultivars to 
improve or maintain livestock nutrition and/or 
health, extend the length of the grazing season, 
provide emergency forage production, reduce 
soil erosion by wind and/or water or improve 
water quality by reducing runoff. 

 Improves forage production up to 

three-fold. 

 Improves infiltration. 

 May function as a Filter Strip 

during winter months. 







Kitsap Public Health District 

BURLEY LAGOON WATER QUALITY PROJECT 

Water Quality Investigation Results 

DATE Bear Creek at Pine Bear Creek at Madrona 

Fecal coliform/100 ml Fecal coliform/100 ml 

4/28/2011 160 140 

5/12/2011 120 590 

6/2/2011 210 220 

9/27/2011 100 290 

10/25/2011 200 40 

11/9/2011 4 4 

12/15/2011 10 10 

GMV - before 142 269 

GMV - after 20 12 

GMV - Geometric Mean Value 



Kitsap Public Health District 

BURLEY LAGOON WATER QUALITY PROJECT 

Water Quality Investigation Results 

DATE Stream entering Stream exiting 

Fecal coliform/100 ml Fecal coliform/100 ml 

10/28/1999 240 1601 

12/8/1999 50 170 

12/13/1999 22 90 

GMV 64 290 

GMV - Geometric Mean Value 



Washington State considers animal waste to be a solid waste. 
 
Washington has provided local jurisdictions a detailed framework that can 
be used to protect water quality and prevent water pollution from animal 
waste. 
 
Regulations provide guidance for local jurisdictions to protect water quality 
from the adverse affects of animal waste. 
 
• Revised Code of Washington (RCW) 70.95.020 establishes: “a 

comprehensive statewide program for solid waste handling, and solid 
waste recovery and/or recycling which will prevent land, air and water 
pollution and conserve the natural, economic, and energy resources 
of this state.” It assigns primary responsibility for solid waste handling 
to local government. 

 WAC 173-350-010 was adopted: “to protect public health, to prevent 
land, air, and water pollution, and conserve the state’s natural, 
economic, and energy resources by: (1) Setting minimum functional 
performance standards for the proper handling and disposal of solid 
waste originating from residences, commercial, agricultural and 
industrial operations and other sources…” 

• WAC 246-203-130 requires: “Any person, firm or corporation is 
prohibited from keeping or sheltering animals in such a manner that a 
condition resulting from same shall constitute a nuisance.” 
 

 
 
 










