
Link with other 
datasets?

Conduct public 
health practice 

including 
surveillance and 

assessment?

Publish in 
scientific 

literature; 
present at 

conferences?

Redisclose data 
to public health 
or healthcare 
practitioners?

Conduct 
research?

Attempt to 
reidentify an 
individual?

Disclose to the 
public?

Regulatory or law 
enforcement 

activities?

RHINO data is 
intended for use 

in conducting 
public health 

practice 
according to the 

terms of your 
DSA

You may present 
or publish the 

data, adhering to 
all terms of your 

DSA, after 
receiving 

approval from the 
RHINO program. 

Data appearing in 
publication must 
be attributed to 

WA DOH

You may 
redisclose data to 
public health or 

healthcare 
professionals 

within the 
confines of an 

authorized public 
health action or 

investigation, 
according to the 

terms of your 
DSA

You may not 
attempt to 

reidentify an 
individual except 

within the 
confines of an 

autorized public 
health 

investigation, 
according to the 

terms of your 
DSA

Data may only be 
used for research 

when WSIRB 
approval or 

exemption has 
been obtained 

and data use for 
research has 

been specifically 
approved by the 
RHINO program

RHINO data may 
be linked with 
other datasets. 
Linked datasets 
are subject to all 
terms conditions 
of agreements, 
law, and rule 

governing RHINO 
data and all 

linked datasets

Except as 
required by law, 
RHINO data are 
not intended to 

be used for 
regulatory or law 

enforcement 
activities

RHINO data are 
exempt from 

public disclosure. 
Aggregate data 

which contains no 
direct or indirect 

identifiers or 
small numbers 

according to the 
terms of your 
DSA may be 

released publicly 

Please contact the RHINO Team at syndromic.surveillance@doh.wa.gov with any questions

Look up patients 
in a facility’s 

Electronic Health 
Record (EHR)?

Access to a 
facility’s EHR, if 
any, is governed 
by agreements 

with the facility. 
Data users should 

build 
relationships with 

facilities to 
support effective 

public health 
investigation and 

action

Commercial (for-
profit) activities?

RHINO data are 
not intended for 
commercial or 

for-profit use and 
may not be used 
for such activities  

Acceptable uses of RHINO Data

Please consult the full text of your agency’s Data Sharing Agreement (DSA) with the RHINO Program for a full 
description of the allowances and restrictions on data use and release. You must adhere to the DOH Small Numbers 

Guidelines attached to your DSA when presenting or releasing your data to the public.
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