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LIVISION OF VITAL STATISTICS

The following tables constitute an errort on the part or the State Depart—

" ment of Health to give a partial statistical summary of nealth conditions in Weshington
for the calendar year 1934. By no means 2ll the data. essembled by tne Division or
 Vital Statistics could be included in this report, nor was tnere room to-make any exten--
"sive comparison of rates witn areas outside of our stete. An attempt hag deen mede.
however, to give adequate Summaries ror tne s ate as. a whole and general rates ror the
maJor political subdivisions.' o e ;

: For the tirst time in the history or the State. rerined tigures. in wnich
vallocation is made to place-of residence, are available, . In case of death, ‘the- charge
) 1s made back to place of residence of the deceased, in births to the residence of:the
i . mother. It has long been recognized that’ tabulation of births and deaths by place or
3‘occurrence 1s not ' a sufficient index of health conditions. In our last annual report
~-discrepancies in birth rates for counties and the major cities in them were pointed
out. The fact that a large proportion of both births. and deaths océur in nospitels.

'd_located in the larger centers of population, makes’ 1t essentiai to rind out place or

residence. TABLE I, immedietely following, shows clearly the evening out of: rates - wnen
proper allocations are made. S8triking ‘evidence of the neceesity for ellocation is’

'“igiven in the birth rates for counties. exclusive of citles, ‘the unallocated rate being

- 10.6 and the allocated figure 15.0 per thousand. pcpulation. Unallocated tigures ‘would .
~lead the observer to believe that the rate of births in cities (17.3) . is mucn greater

"iithan that in the rural areas (10.6)..: Exactly the contrary is true, a8 the allocated

j'rate for cities is only 13.0 while tnat for counties beécomes 15.0. 4. corresponding
' modirication ‘may. be- noted tor deaths. inrant ‘and- maternal mortality. and stillbirths.

Both births and deaths show increases in 1934 -over the yearﬁisss.b In. the‘

‘.:case nf deaths, this: increase is slight--(1933 ~ 10. 4. 1934 - io 9), but Derhaps of:

greater significance than its size indicates as 1t marks a cnange from the gradually

.. diminishing rate of the years before. Most pnenomenal of all rises ig that in birtns

" in which the 1934 rate increases .9 per thousand’ populacion rrom 13,1 to 14, o. This
means an actual increase in births of over 1, 500. indlcating ‘a return to the rates ot
1930 and 1931. : i

=

-Deaths of infants under one year of. age increased fPDm 812 in 1933 tO 974 in

: 1834, with a corresponding increase in rate from. 38,8 to 43, 2. Washington rates Stlll

remain well under the national rate for infant desths of 59.9 per thousand live births.
‘Deaths of mothers during childbirth decreased to 107 for 1934. The 1933 rigure was 140,

f‘,Rates per 1 ooo lives births are respectively 4.7 and 8.7.

TABLE II is . made up entirely from figures released by the Federal Bureau or

~ census. In some.cases there are dilscrepancies between: these totals and those of the
8tate tabulations, a condition accounted for by the fact that delayed certiricates are
not included in the Census Bureau count, and by difference of opinion in classirication
when more then one cause of death i{s given on the certificate.. In most cases these
varfations are so slight as to be without statistical consequence. : :
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ALLOCATED AND URALLOCATED T0 RESIDENCE BY COUNT

tasLe 1. - POPULATTON, BIRTHS, GENERAL DEATHS, INFANT AND MATERNAL DEATHS, AND STILLBIRTES WITH

1ES AND CITIES
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