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CDC HEALTHCARE 
PERSONNEL (HCP) 
TB SCREENING UPDATE
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• The goal of serial testing is to identify unrecognized TB 
transmission

• If a facility has recognized TB transmission, a lapse in infection 
prevention controls has occurred.

• To the point: 

• Guidelines and recommendations do not override 
any local or state requirements

• Not generalizable, only apply to healthcare settings

What's the point?
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2005

At Hire • Symptom screen
• TST or IGRA testing if no prior history 

of TB or LTBI

Post Exposure • Symptom evaluation
• TST or IGRA testing for those with 

negative test at baseline and without 
prior history of TB or LTBI

Serial Screening and 
Testing

• Annual facility risk assessment 
• For medium risk or risk for ongoing 

exposure

Follow up LTBI • Treatment referral and annual 
symptom review
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• Few HCP test positive for TB on baseline

• Few HCP convert testing (negative to positive) 

• Half revert to negative after a positive test

• Not enough evidence to assess incidence and transmission of 
TB disease, but no cases among HCP were reported in study 
group

Why was a change needed ?
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Baseline Testing
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2019

At hire • Symptom screen
• TST or IGRA testing if no prior history of TB or 

LTBI
• individual TB risk assessment
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Dual testing

Lewinsohn CID 1/15/2017
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2019

At hire • Symptom screen
• TST or IGRA testing if no prior history of TB or 

LTBI
• individual TB risk assessment

Post exposure
(Unchanged)

• Symptom evaluation
• TST or IGRA testing for those with negative 

test at baseline and without prior history of 
TB or LTBI
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2019

At hire • Symptom screen
• TST or IGRA testing if no prior history of TB or 

LTBI
• individual TB risk assessment

Post exposure
(Unchanged)

• Symptom evaluation
• TST or IGRA testing for those with negative 

test at baseline and without prior history of 
TB or LTBI

Serial Screening and Testing • Annual facility risk assessment 
• For medium risk or risk for ongoing exposure
• Screening and testing can be considered for 

certain groups
• Routine testing is NOT recommended
• Annual TB education including TB exposure 

risks
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Facility Risk Assessment
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2019

At hire • Symptom screen
• TST or IGRA testing if no prior history of TB or LTBI
• individual TB risk assessment

Post exposure
(Unchanged)

• Symptom evaluation
• TST or IGRA testing for those with negative test at baseline and without prior 

history of TB or LTBI

Serial Screening and Testing • Annual facility risk assessment 
• For medium risk or risk for ongoing exposure
• Screening and testing can be considered for 

certain groups
• Routine testing is NOT recommended
• Annual TB education including TB exposure 

risks

Follow up LTBI • Treatment referral LTBI treatment is strongly 
recommended unless contraindications exist 
and annual symptom review
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• Annual screening is not recommended

• Individual risk assessment is new and done at preplacement

• Annual facility risk assessment 

• Use to identify gaps in controls and guide annual 
education

• Encouragement of employees to complete LTBI treatment

• When healthcare facilities contact you…

• Reminder- Guidelines and recommendations do not 
override any local or state requirements

• Ask about their infection prevention policy 

Key Points
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• DOH new policy 
statement

• Individual Risk 
assessment

• Symptom screening

• Facility risk 
assessment

• National Companion 
document from 
ACOEM and NTCA 
document will be 
coming out soon!

WA DOH TB 
Webpage

Washington State Department of Health is committed to providing customers with forms
and publications in appropriate alternate formats. Requests can be made by calling

800-525-0127 or by email at civil.rights@doh.wa.gov. TTY users dial 711.


