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chickenpox

Chickenpox (varicella) can be
serious for children and adults.

Each year, chickenpox vaccine prevents more
than 4 million cases of chickenpox, 13,500
hospitalizations, and 150 deaths a year in

the United States.

Call your doctor, nurse, or clinic today
to get the chickenpox vaccine.



Is the vaccine required for child care and school?

Yes. In order for your child

to enter child care or school,
you must show proof of
chickenpox vaccination OR a
doctor’s signed statement that
your child has had the disease.

After the shot

Common side effects of the

vaccine are mild and

usually include pain and redness where the shot was
given and sometimes a low-grade fever. To reduce
discomfort from fever, give your child plenty of fluids
and dress them lightly.

Can children who get the vaccine still
get chickenpox?

Some vaccinated children may still get chickenpox since
no vaccine is 100 percent effective. In the few times that
vaccinated children become infected, they tend to have
fewer blisters, are less likely to have a fever, and recover
more quickly. The vaccine prevents almost all cases of
severe illness.

Find out more

Visit the Department of Health:
https://doh.wa.gov/immunization

Find an immunization clinic by calling or
visiting:

Call the Help Me Grow Washington Hotline at

Wlt h| n ReaC h 1-800-322-2588 (711 TTY Relay) or visit

https://helpmegrowwa.org

< watch

washington

E1 Follow us on Facebook @WatchMeGrowWA
I Visit: www.watchmegrowwa.org

To request this document in another format, call 1-800-525-0127.
Deaf or hard of hearing customers, please call 711 (Washington Relay) or
email doh.information@doh.wa.gov.

©2025 by Watch Me Grow WA DOH 348-110E June 2025


https://doh.wa.gov/immunization
mailto:doh.information%40doh.wa.gov?subject=
http://www.watchmegrowwa.org

